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AG/DEC. 41 (XXXV-O/05)
DECLARATION OF FLORIDA
DELIVERING THE BENEFITS OF DEMOCRACY

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)

THE MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), attending the thirty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly of the OAS, at Fort Lauderdale, Florida, United States of America;

REAFFIRMING the commitment of the member states to uphold the principles, duties, and rights of the OAS Charter, in particular those set out in its Articles 1, 3, 10, 11, 12, and 33, and to act in accordance therewith in their inter-American relations;

BEARING IN MIND that the Inter-American Democratic Charter establishes that the peoples of the Americas have a right to democracy and their governments have an obligation to promote and defend it, and that democracy is essential for the social, political, and economic development of the peoples of the Americas;

DETERMINED to promote and defend democracy on the basis of the commitments arising from the OAS Charter and the Inter-American Democratic Charter;

RECOGNIZING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter serves as a positive example to all those who aspire to democracy;

CONSIDERING that adherence to the Inter-American Democratic Charter, as the standard that enables observance and defense of democratic values and principles, strengthens and is a key element for member states’ full participation in the inter-American system, pursuant to the principles of the OAS Charter;

COMMITTED to advancing the prosperity, democratic values, democratic institutions, and security of our Hemisphere;

DETERMINED to adopt and implement those actions required to generate productive employment, reduce poverty, and especially eradicate extreme poverty, while taking into account the different economic realities and conditions of the countries of the Hemisphere, and that the elimination of extreme poverty is essential to the promotion and consolidation of democracy and constitutes a common and shared responsibility of the American States;

RECOGNIZING that the stated goals require the creation of decent, productive jobs, and that liberalized trade without distortive effects and an effective multilateral financial system will contribute to these goals, thereby reinforcing democratic stability in the region;

ADDITIONALLY RECOGNIZING the legitimate aspirations of all the peoples of the Americas to live in democracy and enjoy the rights and benefits enumerated in the OAS Charter and the Inter-American Democratic Charter;

RECOGNIZING ALSO that all our citizens can freely determine their political status and pursue their economic, social, and cultural development, and that every member state has the duty to respect this;
AWARE that democracy and social and economic development are interdependent and are mutually reinforcing;

CONSIDERING that our citizens embrace democracy as the form of government that should deliver a better quality of life;

AWARE that each of the sectors of society can contribute to attaining the benefits of democracy through equitable economic growth that fosters social inclusion and social mobility, integral development, and income distribution;

RECOGNIZING ALSO the importance of participation by civil society organizations;

AWARE ALSO that the peoples of the Hemisphere are entitled to freedom, fundamental human rights, the respect for dignity and worth of the human person, equal rights of men and women, and the promotion of social progress and better standards of life;

REAFFIRMING the commitment of eliminating all forms of discrimination and intolerance, particularly those based on gender, ethnic origin, race, religion, and disability, as a fundamental element in strengthening democracy; 

CONVINCED that countries must be governed democratically, with full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, the rule of law, the separation of powers and independence of the judiciary, and democratic institutions – and that the governments of the Americas have an obligation under the Charter of the OAS and the Inter-American Democratic Charter to promote and defend democracy and must be answerable to their peoples;

EMPHASIZING that for democracy to prosper governments must be responsive to the legitimate aspirations of their people, and must work to provide their people with the tools and opportunities to improve their lives;

CONVINCED that in order for national development policies to achieve these objectives, both developed and developing nations alike must fulfill their international commitments;

CONVINCED ALSO that multilateralism and cooperation among sovereign states play an important role in supporting national efforts to consolidate democracy, promote social development, and fight corruption; 

REAFFIRMING that, as the premier multilateral forum of the Hemisphere, the OAS has a unique role in strengthening democratic institutions and consolidating representative democracy, with due respect for the principle of nonintervention;

RECOGNIZING that in the Declaration on Security in the Americas we reaffirmed that representative democracy is an indispensable condition for the stability, peace, and development of the states of the Hemisphere and that our cooperation in addressing traditional threats and new threats, concerns, and other challenges to security is also based on shared values and common approaches, including full respect for democracy, international law, human rights, and fundamental freedoms;

COGNIZANT of the hemispheric and global efforts to address the threat posed by terrorism, drug trafficking, and other international criminal activities that threaten our democratic way of life and our freedom to live and prosper in peace; and

COGNIZANT ALSO of the commitment made to active solidarity in the fight against poverty, illiteracy, low levels of human development, social and political instability, environmental degradation, and the spread of lethal infectious diseases;

RECALLING that the commitments made in the Millennium Declaration have become hemispherically and globally accepted benchmarks of broader progress, embraced by donors, developing countries, civil society and major development institutions alike;

RECOGNIZING that the Declaration of Margarita, on poverty, equity, and social inclusion, affirms our determination and commitment to urgently combat the serious problems of poverty, social exclusion, and inequity, which affect, in varying degrees, the countries of the Hemisphere; and to face the causes that generate them and their consequences and create favorable conditions for socioeconomic development with equity to promote more just societies;
RECOGNIZING ALSO that in the CIDI Strategic Plan the member states establish a partnership for development that entails the implementation of cooperation programs based on partnerships that support measures to combat poverty and include civil society and the private sector towards this end;

RECOGNIZING ALSO the need to work together to better deliver the benefits of democracy to the citizens of the Hemisphere, and to that end,

DECLARE THAT:

1. The Organization of American States should continue building on the ideals and commitments of the OAS Charter and the Inter-American Democratic Charter, working together to advance shared political and economic values to make this a Hemisphere of democratic, stable, and prosperous nations;


2.
The Secretary General shall be entrusted with presenting to the Permanent Council, in the near future, a report for its consideration and analysis that describes the manner in which the Inter-American Democratic Charter has been implemented since its entry into force in 2001.


3.
The Secretary General shall be instructed, after engaging in consultations with the Permanent Council, and taking into account the purposes and principles of the OAS Charter, in particular that of promoting and consolidating representative democracy, to devise proposals for timely, effective, balanced, gradual initiatives for cooperation, as appropriate, in addressing situations that might affect the workings of the political process of democratic institutions or the legitimate exercise of power, in keeping with the provisions of Charter IV of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, with respect for the principle of nonintervention and the right of self-determination of peoples, and to present those proposals to the Permanent Council.

4.
It is reaffirmed that the Secretary General may bring to the attention of the Permanent Council, in the exercise of the authority contained in the OAS Charter and pursuant to the Inter-American Democratic Charter, those situations likely to lead to action under the said Charters.

5.
The Permanent Council is instructed, for the purpose of facilitating regional cooperation to strengthen representative democracy and good governance, to consider, in cooperation with Governments, in an ongoing manner, initiatives to support these areas, in accordance with the provisions of the Inter-American Democratic Charter and with the circumstances surrounding democratic processes in the region, taking into consideration the Secretary General’s report and proposals, the efforts of other regional and subregional organizations, and the contributions of civil society in the context of Article 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter and resolution AG/RES. 1991 (XXXIV-O/04), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.”


6.
Encouragement is given to the Working Group to Negotiate the Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action, so that its work may serve effectively to strengthen existing OAS instruments on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.

7.
The relevant OAS entities will facilitate the creation of cooperative hemispheric networks, taking into account the Declaration on Security in the Americas, to combat transnational organized crime, criminal gangs, drug trafficking, corruption, trafficking in persons, and other criminal activities that threaten citizens and democratic societies.

8.
The Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), in cooperation with the relevant cooperative hemispheric networks, will formulate strategies to combat poverty, illiteracy, low levels of human development, social problems, and environmental degradation.

9.
The Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) will convoke a Special Meeting of that body in the second half of 2005 to adopt a Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2006-2009, as envisaged in Article 95 of the OAS Charter, taking into account the interdependent relationship of democracy and social and economic development.

10.
During the second half of 2005, pursuant to the commitment acquired under the Declaration of Margarita, a joint meeting of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI shall be convened to contribute to the monitoring, evaluation, and oversight of the eight development goals set in the Declaration of the United Nations Millennium Summit for 2015.

AG/RES. 2062 (XXXV-O/05)
TRIBUTE TO ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL LUIGI R. EINAUDI

(Adopted at the third plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECOGNIZING:

That Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi has served with utmost distinction as Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States (OAS) since his assumption of office on July 12, 2000;

That Ambassador Einaudi provided outstanding and distinguished service to the OAS and its member states during his stewardship as Acting Secretary General from October 15, 2004 to May 26, 2005,

That Assistant Secretary General Einaudi will leave office on July 11, 2005, upon completion of the term for which he was elected by the General Assembly in June 1, 2000, and

CONSIDERING the steadfast commitment of Ambassador Einaudi to the principles of the OAS Charter and the Inter-American Democratic Charter, his selfless devotion to the protection and promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the Americas, and his unwavering dedication to the tenets of preventative diplomacy and to the resolution of conflicts in the Americas,

UNDERSCORING the significant political and diplomatic contributions by Ambassador Einaudi in addressing the varied challenges faced by the Hemisphere, 

RESOLVES:

1.
To express profound appreciation to Assistant Secretary General Luigi R. Einaudi for his long and meritorious service to the Organization of American States and to its Member States.

2.
To salute the many contributions of Ambassador Einaudi to the strengthening of the General Secretariat and the Organization and to enhancing their potential for responding effectively to the needs of the Member States.

3.
To recognize the unique combination of intellectual and academic, discipline and deep-rooted belief in the creative potential of the Region that have been hallmarks of his tenure.

4.
To acknowledge its debt of gratitude to Luigi R. Einaudi, and to wish him every success in his future endeavors.
AG/RES. 2063 (XXXV-O/05)

FREE TRADE AND INVESTMENT IN THE HEMISPHERE

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 1364 (XXVI-O/96), “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere,” in which the Inter-American Juridical Committee was instructed to conduct a study on the matter;


RECOGNIZING the opinion of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI/RES. II-14/96), in which the Committee unanimously concluded that “the bases and potential application of the legislation which is the subject of this Opinion,” in the important areas referred to above, “are not in conformity with international law”;


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 1447 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 1532 (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES. 1614 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1700 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1826 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1884 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1914 (XXXIII-O/03) and AG/RES. 1976 (XXXIV-O/04); and


CONSIDERING the report of the Permanent Council on free trade and investment in the Hemisphere (CP/doc.    /05),

RESOLVES:


1.
To take note of the report of the Permanent Council on free trade and investment in the Hemisphere, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1976 (XXXIV-O/04).

2.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on developments in this regard.

AG/RES. 2066 (XXXV-O/05)
DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION ON THE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM FOR
THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS IN THE COUNTRIES OF THE HEMISPHERE

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


RECALLING that the Charter of the Organization of American  States establishes that “[t]he Member States will give primary importance within their development plans to the encouragement of education, science, technology, and culture, oriented toward the overall improvement of the individual, and as a foundation for democracy, social justice, and progress”;


BEARING IN MIND that the Inter-American Democratic Charter reaffirmed that the promotion and protection of human rights is a basic prerequisite for the existence of a democratic society; considered that education is an effective way to promote citizens’ awareness concerning their own countries and thereby achieve meaningful participation in the decision-making process; and restated the importance of human resource development for a sound democratic system;


Recalling that the Heads of State and Government, at the Special Summit of the Americas, adopted the Declaration of Nuevo León, in which, inter alia, they reaffirmed the hemispheric commitment to democracy, to strengthening the rule of law, and to the defense of human rights and fundamental freedoms;


RECALLING ALSO operative paragraph 4 of resolution XXVII, adopted by the Tenth Inter-American Conference, held in Caracas in 1954, in which the Conference requested “the American governments to take appropriate steps to foster the teaching in their schools and universities of the subject of fundamental human rights and duties and their significance, in accordance with the American and universal declarations”; 


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution AG/RES. 2030 (XXXIV-O/04), “Strengthening of Human Rights Systems pursuant to the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas,” in which the General Assembly reaffirmed the commitment of the member states to continue strengthening and improving the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights through concrete actions;


CONSIDERING that the OAS and its member states should promote the inter-American human rights system, inter alia, by disseminating information on the work of the organs of the inter-American human rights system and cooperating in the preparation of teaching and research programs in the area of human rights;


BEARING IN MIND that it is the responsibility of member states to adopt appropriate legislative, judicial, administrative, and other types of measures to promote an awareness and understanding by all persons under their jurisdiction of their civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights by publishing and making widely available national laws and regulations and basic international instruments on human rights, as well as to foster and facilitate the teaching of human rights and freedoms at all educational levels and in all educational settings; and


CONSIDERING that every constitution in the Hemisphere guarantees protection of human rights,

RESOLVES:


1.
To acknowledge the progress being made by member states and the actions and policies they are implementing to disseminate in schools and universities and, where applicable, in police and military training facilities, the articles devoted to human rights in each country’s constitutional texts, as well as the American Convention and other hemispheric instruments on the protection of human rights. 


2.
To take into account the Second Inter-American Report on Human Rights Education, prepared by the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights, and to suggest to states that its recommendations be implemented as soon as possible.


3.
To suggest to member states that they consider, if they have not already done so and in keeping with the educational or dissemination programs they are carrying out, the advisability of taking inter alia, for example, the following measures: 

a. Seeking methods designed to make students aware of the human rights rules and regulations in force in each state, and encouraging their across-the-board incorporation into the curricula of educational institutions;
b. Seeking teaching methods that will enable students to become familiar with human rights, to respect and promote them, and to relate them to their day-to-day lives, so as to foster behaviors necessary to ensure, inter alia, peaceful coexistence, democratic participation, diversity, and pluralism;
c. Preparing teaching materials for human rights education;
d. Providing ongoing training in human rights education to teachers at all levels;
e. Organizing discussion groups on implementation of the system for promoting and protecting human rights;
f. Holding periodic contests on awareness and application of norms for the protection of human rights;

g. Encouraging student and teacher participation in discussion and research on progress and developments in the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights in their respective countries; and
h. Encouraging the teaching and dissemination of human rights in the media.
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4.
To underscore the importance of the Inter-American Program on Education in Values and Democratic Practices, which will help foster greater horizontal cooperation, provide data, and promote the development and consolidation of teaching methods in education for the preservation and strengthening of democracy, human rights, and peace.

5.
To propose to the ministers of education, scheduled to meet in Trinidad and Tobago in August 2005, that they include on the agenda for their “Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education” consideration of concrete actions and programs for disseminating information on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights in the educational institutions of member states, in coordination, inter alia, with the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights.

AG/RES. 2067 (XXXV-O/05)
HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS: SUPPORT FOR THE INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS,
AND ORGANIZATIONS OF CIVIL SOCIETY WORKING TO PROMOTE AND
PROTECT HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE AMERICAS
(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (AG/doc.    /05) as it pertains to this topic and resolution AG/RES. 2036 (XXXIV-O/04), “Human Rights Defenders:  Support for the Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society Working to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas”;

RECALLING the United Nations Declaration on the Rights and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms;
CONCERNED that situations persist in the Americas that directly or indirectly prevent or hamper the work of individuals, groups, or organizations working to promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms;
CONSIDERING that member states support the work carried out by human rights defenders and recognize their valuable contribution to the promotion, observance, and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the Americas, and to the representation and defense of individuals, minorities, and other groups of persons whose rights are threatened or violated;
TAKING NOTE that, in its decisions granting provisional measures, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights has highlighted the importance of the work of human rights defenders to the development of democracies in the Americas;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the work accomplished by the Unit for Human Rights Defenders of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the member states’ replies to the questionnaire drawn up by that unit with a view to preparing a comprehensive report on the subject; and
UNDERSCORING that the work of human rights defenders has a decisive impact on the consolidation of democratic institutions and the enhancement of national human rights systems,
RESOLVES:
1. To reiterate its support for the work carried out, at both the national and regional levels, by human rights defenders; and to recognize their valuable contribution to the promotion, observance, and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the Hemisphere.
2. To recognize that, in view of their specific role and needs, women human rights defenders should be accorded special attention to ensure that they are fully protected and effective in carrying out their important activities.
3. To condemn actions that directly or indirectly prevent or hamper the work of human rights defenders in the Americas.
4. To encourage human rights defenders to continue to work selflessly for the enhancement of national human rights systems for the consolidation of democracy, in accordance with the principles contained in the United Nations Declaration on Human Rights Defenders.
5. To urge member states to continue stepping up their efforts to adopt the necessary measures to safeguard the lives, freedom, and personal safety of human rights defenders and to conduct thorough and impartial investigations in all cases of violations against human rights defenders, ensuring that the findings thereof are transparent and publicized.
6. To invite the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to conclude as soon as possible its comprehensive report on the situation of human rights defenders in the Americas in 2004, in keeping with resolution AG/RES. 1842 (XXXII-O/02).
7. To request the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to:
a. Continue to give due consideration to this matter;
b. Continue intensifying its dialogue and cooperation with the Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General on Human Rights Defenders; and
c. Include in its annual report a section on the work of the Unit for Human Rights Defenders of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.
8. To invite member states to promote the dissemination and enforcement of the instruments of the inter-American system and the decisions of its bodies on this matter, as well as the United Nations Declaration on the Rights and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.
9. To invite member states to consider the preparation and implementation of national plans to apply the principles contained in the United Nations Declaration mentioned in the preceding paragraph, for which purpose they may also request the advisory services of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.
10. To urge member states that have not yet done so to reply to the questionnaire prepared by the Unit for Human Rights Defenders of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.
11. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, which will be carried out within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
AG/RES. 2068 (XXXV-O/05)
MEETING OF MINISTERS OF JUSTICE OR OF
MINISTERS OR ATTORNEYS GENERAL OF THE AMERICAS

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

Having seen the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (AG/doc.    /05), in particular as it pertains to the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2040 (XXXIV-O/04), “Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas” (REMJA);

RECALLING that, in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City, Canada, in April 2001, the Heads of State and Government decided to continue to support the work done in the context of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA) and the implementation of their conclusions and recommendations;

RECALLING ALSO that in the Declaration of Nuevo León, adopted at the Special Summit of the Americas, held in Monterrey, Mexico, in January 2004, the Heads of State and Government urged all countries “to participate actively in the Network on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters,” which constitutes one of the concrete outcomes of the REMJAs;

BEARING IN MIND that, in the Declaration on Security in the Americas, adopted in Mexico City in October 2003, the states of the Hemisphere reaffirmed “that the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA) and other meetings of criminal justice authorities are important and effective fora for promoting and strengthening mutual understanding, confidence, dialogue, and cooperation in developing criminal justice policies and responses to address new threats to security”;

ACKNOWLEDGING the establishment of the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará”; and

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that REMJA-V recommended “that the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VI) take place in 2006 and that the OAS General Assembly charge the Permanent Council of the OAS to set a date and site for REMJA-VI,”

RESOLVES:

1. To instruct the Permanent Council to follow up, in a setting it deems appropriate, on the technical meetings held pursuant to the “Conclusions and Recommendations of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas” and resolution AG/RES. 2040 (XXXIV-O/04), in particular the following, and on their results:
· The First Meeting of Central Authorities and Other Experts on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, held in Ottawa, Canada, in April and May 2003;
· The Third Meeting of the Group of Governmental Experts on Cyber-Crime, held in June 2003 at OAS headquarters, in Washington, D.C.;
· The First Meeting of the Group of Officials Responsible for the Penitentiary and Prison Policies of the OAS Member States, held in October 2003 at OAS headquarters, in Washington, D.C.;
· The First Meeting of Experts to consider the possibility of drawing up a Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime, held in April 2005 at OAS headquarters, in Washington, D.C.
· The meeting of experts on cooperation to deny safe haven to corrupt officials and to those who corrupt them, cooperate in their extradition, and deny the entry of the proceeds of corruption and attempt the recovery and return of such proceeds to their legitimate owners, pursuant to the Plan of Action of Managua on Additional Concrete Measures to Increase Transparency and Combat Corruption within the Framework of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (EPCICOR/doc.04/04 rev. 5, paragraph 9) and resolution AG/RES. 2034 (XXXIV-O/04), operative paragraph 6.c, held on March 28 and 29, 2005, at OAS headquarters, in Washington, D.C.

2. To request the Permanent Council to convene, in accordance with the “Conclusions and Recommendations of REMJA-V” and resolutions AG/RES. 2019 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2040 (XXXIV-O/04), and AG/RES. 2060 (XXXIV-O/04), prior to the holding of REMJA-VI, the following technical meetings, taking into account the progress made during the preparatory process for said meetings:

· The Second Meeting of Central Authorities and Other Experts on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, to be held in Brasilia on September 1 and 2, 2005;
· The Fourth Meeting of the Group of Governmental Experts on Cyber-Crime, taking into account the conclusions of the subregional workshops held since the last meeting of the Group, which took place in June 2003 at OAS headquarters, in Washington, D.C.;
· The Second Meeting of the Group of Officials Responsible for the Penitentiary and Prison Policies of the OAS Member States; 

· The Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children, pursuant to resolutions AG/RES. 2019 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2026 (XXXIV-O/04), and AG/RES. 2040 (XXXIV-O/04).
/
3. To urge member states to participate actively in the REMJA Working Group on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters and to consider participating in the Hemispheric Information Exchange Network for Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters.  Likewise, to request said Working Group to continue informing the Permanent Council on its work; and to instruct the Office of Inter-American Law and Programs to continue providing its support.

4. To convene the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VI), to be held in 2006 within the resources allocated in the program-budget and other resources; and to instruct the Permanent Council, with technical support from the Office of Inter-American Law and Programs of the General Secretariat, to carry out the preparatory work and set the date and place for the meeting.

5. To instruct the Permanent Council to present a report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

AG/RES. 2071 (XXXV-O/05)
2006: INTER-AMERICAN YEAR OF THE FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING:

That the Declaration of Managua, adopted at the Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, held in July 2004 in Managua, Nicaragua, recommended to the OAS General Assembly that it declare 2006 as the “Inter-American Year of the Fight against Corruption”; and

The Declaration of Quito on Social Development and Democracy, and the Impact of Corruption, adopted by this General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session, held in Quito, Ecuador, from June 6 to 8, 2004;

RECALLING: 

The resolutions adopted by this General Assembly on the follow-up to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and its Inter-American Program for Cooperation; and

The decision adopted by the United Nations General Assembly, in its resolution A/RES/58/4, to designate December 9 as International Anti-Corruption Day;

CONSIDERING:

That transparency in government activities, probity, and responsible public administration on the part of governments are essential components of the exercise of democracy, as established in the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and that good governance is a key factor in the fight against corruption; and

That it is incumbent on the OAS member state governments and all sectors of national society to continue to conduct an ongoing, collective fight against corruption in all its forms and manifestations and to publicize these efforts as widely as possible,

RESOLVES:

1. To declare 2006 as the “Inter-American Year of the Fight against Corruption.”

2. To invite OAS Member State governments to disseminate this declaration, as well as the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC), both to the public sector and to civil society, including universities, academic centers, and private-sector institutions.

3. To urge those member states of the OAS that have not yet done so to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and to participate in the Follow-up Mechanism for its implementation.

4. To recommend to member states that, to mark the declaration of 2006 as the Inter-American Year of the Fight against Corruption, they consider, inter alia, the following activities:

a.
Publicizing, by means of events such as conferences and seminars, the initiatives and actions taken in the fight against corruption, including progress made and lessons learned, as well as the problems and issues posed by corruption, including its harmful effects on social, political, and economic development;
b.
Inviting the spoken, television, and print media to develop programs, publications, and activities in observance of the Inter-American Year of the Fight against Corruption;

c.
In the framework of their educational programs, incorporating into their primary and secondary school curricula the promotion of transparency and ethics as essential virtues of life in society, and fostering respect for and observance of the values that motivate the fight against corruption; and

d.
Inviting teaching institutions, especially universities, to undertake activities that address the corruption issue so as to foster integrity, transparency, and responsibility in both public and private spheres.

5. To suggest to the member states that, in observance of Inter-American Year of the Fight against Corruption, as well of as UN International Anti-Corruption Day (December 9), they consider issuing postage stamps bearing the UN slogan “With corruption, everyone pays.”

6. To request the General Secretariat to organize, on its website, a public contest, open to nationals of the member states, to select an official logo for the Inter-American Year of the Fight against Corruption. Said logo could be used by states and institutions during activities marking the year’s observance.

7. To urge the General Secretariat, with a view to supporting the governments and associated bodies in their respective activities and initiatives to promote the Inter-American Year of the Fight against Corruption, to continue providing, in the form of brochures, publications, and the OAS website, related materials on the essential aspects of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and the MESICIC, in the four official languages of the Organization.

8. To request the General Secretariat to seek assistance and cooperation from the Secretariat and appropriate agencies of the United Nations in pursuing the education and awareness goals of the celebration.

9. To request the OAS General Secretariat to transmit this resolution to the UN Secretary-General.


10.
For the benefit of all member states and of the Organization itself, to invite governments to report, in the context of the Permanent Council, on their activities and initiatives in connection with the celebration of the Inter-American Year of the Fight against Corruption.


11.
To invite the OAS organs, agencies, and entities, as well as other organs of the inter-American system, to support the activities in observance of 2006 as the Inter-American Year in the Fight against Corruption and to initiate other activities related to that observance, within their areas of competence.


12.
To instruct the Permanent Council to follow up on this resolution, which will be implemented within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources, and to present a report on its implementation to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session.

AG/RES. 2072 (XXXV-O/05)
PROMOTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT
/
(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2004)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING its resolutions AG/RES. 1619 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1706 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1709 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1770 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1771 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1900 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1929 (XXXIII-O/03), and AG/RES. 2039 (XXXIV-O/04);

RECALLING ALSO the recommendation of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (OEA/Ser.L/V/II.102, Doc. 6 rev., April 16, 1999, Chapter VII, 21.3.B), as well as its resolution N° 1/03, on the prosecution of international crimes, and the document “Framework for OAS Action on the International Criminal Court” (AG/INF.248/00);

RECOGNIZING that the adoption of the Statute of the International Criminal Court, on July 17, 1998, in Rome, is a milestone in efforts to combat impunity, and that the Court is an effective instrument for consolidating international justice;

DISMAYED by the persistent violations of international humanitarian law and international human rights law;

AFFIRMING that all states have the primary duty to prosecute and punish those violations so as to prevent their recurrence and avoid the impunity of the perpetrators of those crimes;

CONVINCED of the importance of preserving the effectiveness and legal integrity of the Rome Statute and the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court, and recognizing the firm resolve of the states parties to preserve them;

CONVINCED ALSO of the importance of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties for preserving the effectiveness and legal integrity of the Rome Statute;

WELCOMING the entry into force of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court on July 1, 2002, because as of that date the Court became the judicial body complementing the efforts of national jurisdictions to prosecute the perpetrators of the most serious international crimes, such as genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes;

RECOGNIZING that 139 states, including 27 members of the Organization of American States, have signed the Rome Statute and that 97 have ratified or acceded to it, among them 20 members of the Organization of American States;

NOTING that only 17 countries of the Hemisphere have signed and three have ratified the Agreement on Privileges and Immunities of the International Criminal Court;

EXPRESSING ITS SATISFACTION with the holding at the Organization’s headquarters on April 1, 2005, within the framework of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, of the Working Meeting on Appropriate Measures That States Should Take to Cooperate with the International Criminal Court in the Investigation, Prosecution, and Punishment of the Perpetrators of War Crimes, Crimes against Humanity, Genocide, and Crimes against the Administration of Justice of the International Criminal Court, at which the President of the International Criminal Court, Judge Philippe Kirsch, was present; and

TAKING NOTE of the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (AG/doc.    /05),

RESOLVES:

1.
To urge those member states of the Organization that have not already done so to consider ratifying or acceding to, as the case may be, the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.

2.
To urge all member states of the Organization to continue to participate constructively, even as observer states, in the Assembly of States Parties to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court in order to ensure the best possible operating environment for the Court, in a context of unconditional defense of the integrity of the Rome Statute and of the Court’s jurisdiction.

3.
To urge the member states of the Organization that are parties to the Rome Statute to adapt and amend their domestic law, as necessary, with a view to the full and effective application of the Statute.

4.
To urge those member states that are not party to the Rome Statute to adapt their criminal legislation, in accordance with such instruments of international human rights law or international humanitarian law as may be applicable to them.

5.
To urge the member states of the Organization to consider signing and ratifying the Agreement on Privileges and Immunities of the International Criminal Court, or acceding thereto, as the case may be, and in the case of those states that are already party to that Agreement to take the necessary measures for its full and effective implementation at the national level.

6.
To request the Inter-American Juridical Committee to draw up a questionnaire, to be presented to the OAS member states, on how their laws allow for cooperation with the International Criminal Court and, on the basis of the findings of the questionnaire, to present a report to the Permanent Council, which, in turn, will transmit it to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session.
7.
To urge the member states of the Organization to cooperate among themselves and, as appropriate, with the International Criminal Court so as to avoid the impunity of the perpetrators of the most serious international crimes, such as war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide.

8.
To request the Permanent Council to hold a working meeting on appropriate measures that states should take to cooperate with the International Criminal Court in the investigation, prosecution, and punishment of the perpetrators of war crimes, crimes against humanity, genocide, and crimes against the administration of justice of the International Criminal Court. The International Criminal Court, international organizations, and nongovernmental organizations will be invited to cooperate and to participate in this working meeting.

9.
To request the Permanent Council to include the topic of the implementation of the Rome Statute and the Agreement on Privileges and Immunities on the agenda of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.

10.
To request the Secretary General to present a report on the implementation of this resolution to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session.

AG/RES. 2075 (XXXV-O/05)
STRENGTHENING OF HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEMS
PURSUANT TO THE PLAN OF ACTION OF THE THIRD SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (AG/doc.   /05) as well as resolutions AG/RES. 1828 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1890 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1925 (XXXIII-O/03), and AG/RES. 2030 (XXXIV-O/04);

REAFFIRMING that the universal promotion and protection of human rights, including civil and political and economic, social, and cultural rights, as well as respect for the rules and principles of international humanitarian law and international refugee law, based on the principles of universality, indivisibility, and interdependence, are fundamental to the functioning of democratic societies; and stressing the importance of respect for the rule of law, effective and equal access to justice, and participation by all elements of society in public decision-making processes;

EXPRESSING that greater autonomy for the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), in the context of the Charter of the Organization of American States, the American Convention on Human Rights, and the Statute and the Rules of Procedure of said Commission, will lead to improvements in the inter-American human rights system;

CONSIDERING that the Organization can serve as a forum for contributing to the efforts of member states to develop and strengthen national systems for the promotion and protection of human rights;

BEARING IN MIND the Declaration and Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, adopted in Quebec City, Canada; and

BEARING IN MIND ALSO the efforts and the progress made in the context of the aforementioned resolutions,

RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm the commitment of member states to continue strengthening and improving the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights and, in that connection, to continue to take concrete measures aimed at implementing the respective mandates of the Heads of State and Government, as set forth in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas:

a. Universalization of the inter-American human rights system by considering the signature and ratification or ratification of, or accession to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, all universal and inter-American human rights instruments;
b. Compliance with the judgments of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and follow-up of the recommendations of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights;

c. Facilitation of access for individuals to the inter-American human rights system;

d. A substantial increase in the budget of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and that of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights so that, within a reasonable time, they may address their growing activities and responsibilities; and

e. Examination of the possibility that the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights may come to operate on a permanent basis, taking into account, among other things, the views of those organs.

2. To recognize recent progress made in the specific areas of the inter-American human rights system identified in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, namely:

a. The initiation, within the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) of the Permanent Council, of the broad process of reflection on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights;

b. The start of a dialogue, within the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, between member states and the organs of the inter-American human rights system (Inter-American Court of Human Rights and Inter-American Commission on Human Rights), in which the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights also participated;

c. The beginning of the process of reflection by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights during the special session of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, held in Mexico City on July 19 and 20, 2004;

d. Establishment of the Follow-up Mechanism of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará”;

e. The “standards for the preparation of periodic reports on progressive measures adopted by the states parties to the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, or ‘Protocol of San Salvador,’ as provided in Article 19 of that legal instrument”;

f. Application of the new Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and those of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, which has resulted, inter alia, in increased participation by victims in proceedings before the Court and greater use of the friendly settlement procedure in cases considered by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, as well as follow-up by the Commission on compliance with its recommendations on this subject;

g. (Space to report on the signatures and ratifications or ratifications of, or accessions to, conventions and protocols registered between June 2004 and June 2005); and

h. The voluntary contributions to facilitate the work of the organs of the inter-American human rights system made by Brazil, Costa Rica, and Mexico, along with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the European Union for the Inter-American Court of Human Rights; and by Argentina, Brazil, Costa Rica, United States, Mexico, and Peru, along with Denmark, Spain, Finland, France, Sweden, the Inter-American Development Bank, the European Union, the Ford Foundation, and the University of Notre Dame for the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.

3. To instruct the Permanent Council to meet the objectives mentioned in operative paragraph 1 and to complement and consolidate the progress referred to in operative paragraph 2, by:

a. Continuing the broad process of reflection on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights, initiated within the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, in consultation with the member states, specialized agencies of the inter-American human rights system, nongovernmental organizations, national human rights institutes, academic institutions, and experts in the field, regarding:

i.
The major challenges facing the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights in the Hemisphere;
ii.
Possible actions to strengthen and improve the system; and
iii.
The advisability of convening an inter-American human rights conference.

b. Continuing to examine ways to bring about an effective and adequate increase in the financial resources allocated to the organs of the inter-American human rights system in the program-budget of the Organization;

c. Supporting any initiatives taken by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to request funding from international and regional agencies to further the activities of the organs of the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights;
d. Encouraging, in addition, OAS member states to contribute to the Specific Fund for Strengthening the Inter-American System for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights;

e. Continuing to consider ways to promote compliance with the judgments of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and follow-up on the recommendations of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights by member states;

f. Continuing to analyze the priorities for improvement of the inter-American human rights system, including consideration of the possibility that the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights may come to operate on a permanent basis, taking into account related information provided by the presidents of both organs; and

g. Holding each year, within the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, the dialogue between the member states and the members of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights on the way the inter-American human rights system operates. The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs will establish the agenda for said meeting at least two months in advance;

h. Requesting the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to:

i. Continue to report on the correlation between, on the one hand, their respective Rules of Procedure and the amendments thereto that they adopt, and, on the other, the provisions of their respective Statutes and of the American Convention on Human Rights; and
ii.
Continue to report on the impact and the meaning in practice of these regulatory reforms for the work of both organs and for the strengthening of the system; and

4. To reaffirm the commitment of our heads of state and government to promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms in the Hemisphere by strengthening the capacity of governmental institutions mandated to do so and, in that connection, to instruct the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to devote a meeting, prior to the Fourth Summit of the Americas, to the progress made on this topic, among other things.

5. To continue to promote the strengthening of national systems for the promotion and protection of human rights in member states and, to that end, to urge the pertinent organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to provide, in accordance with their capabilities and resources, cooperation and technical support to the member states that so request, in order to help enhance compliance with their international human rights obligations, and to develop cooperative relations and information exchange, inter alia, with the Network of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights and the Ibero-American Federation of Ombudsmen.

6. To request the Permanent Council to follow up on this resolution, which will be carried out in accordance with the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources, and to present a report on its implementation to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session.

AG/RES. 2080 (XXXV-O/05)
STUDY OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN TRADE, DEBT AND FINANCING

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 1990 (XXXIV-O/04), CIDI/RES. 146 (IX-O/04), and CIDI/RES. 168 (X-O/05) “Study of the Relationship between Trade, Debt, and Financing”;
CONSIDERING:


That in the Declaration of Nuevo León of the Special Summit of the Americas the Heads of State and Government committed to continue implementing sound macroeconomic policies, prudent fiscal and monetary policies, appropriate exchange rate regimes, prudent and appropriate public debt management, diversification of the economy, and the improvement of competitiveness;


That in that same Declaration the Heads of State and Government recognized the important role that trade plays in promoting sustained growth and economic development.  They also maintained that sustainable economic growth is the most important factor for the management and servicing of public debt; and


That the Declaration of Margarita, which contains the recommendations of the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion, voiced interest in advancing, through bilateral, regional, and global negotiations, the development of an open and transparent international trade system that promotes economic and social development and contributes to the fight against poverty, improved living standards, and enhanced trade opportunities for all; and

BEARING IN MIND:


The importance of international trade in the context of globalization and of the proposals to establish free trade areas in the Americas;


Paragraph 36 (“Trade, debt, and finance”) of the Doha Declaration, adopted on November 14, 2001, at the Fourth Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organization (WTO); 


That in the Declaration of Nuevo León the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their commitment to advance the Doha Agenda in order to benefit all our economies, particularly developing economies, by promoting, among other measures, better access to markets, by eliminating export subsidies, and by substantially reducing trade-distorting domestic support;


That the Declaration of Margarita underscored that, among other factors mentioned in the Monterrey Consensus, official development assistance and external debt relief, as appropriate, may help to improve the capacities of some countries to promote social and economic development, and that this should be accompanied by sound domestic macroeconomic policies.  Therefore, it is necessary to keep working towards new financial and economic domestic and international policies, taking into account the social dimension and the principle of shared responsibility in this regard;


The report by the Working Group on Trade, Debt, and Finance to the General Council of the World Trade Organization (WT/WGTDF/2);


Paragraph 13 of the Ministerial Declaration of the FTAA, adopted at the Seventh Meeting of Ministers of Trade of the Hemisphere (Declaration of Quito), which states “[w]e also recognize the importance of encouraging the promotion of financial policies that are conducive to the growth of hemispheric trade and investment, which could help address the external debt problem of some countries in the Hemisphere”; and


That on April 8, 2005, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1990 (XXXIV-O/04), a joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) was held to study the relationship between trade, debt, and financing and to consider the impact of the debt service burden on the fight against poverty,
RESOLVES:


1.
To take note of the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to study the relationship between trade, debt, and financing and to consider the impact of the debt service burden on the fight against poverty, held on April 8, 2005.


2.
To reiterate instructions given by CIDI to the General Secretariat to prepare a detailed report of said joint meeting to be submitted to CEPCIDI and, once it is approved, disseminate it as widely as possible.  To suggest as well to member states that it be used as input for deliberations and discussions aimed at defining policy in the economic and social area.
AG/RES. 2082 (XXXV-O/05)
MICROCREDIT AND MICROFINANCING FOR
JOB CREATION AND POVERTY ALLEVIATION AND INSTRUMENTS
FOR FURTHERING SOCIAL COHESION AND COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolution CIDI/RES. 166 (X-O/05) “Microcredit and Microfinancing for Job Creation and Poverty Alleviation and Instruments for Furthering Social Cohesion and Community Participation”;

CONSIDERING:


That the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) establishes that one of the essential purposes of the Organization is to eradicate extreme poverty, which constitutes an obstacle to the full democratic development of the peoples of the Hemisphere, and that this commitment was ratified in resolutions AG/RES. 1854 (XXXII-O/02) and AG/RES. 1962 (XXXIII-O/03), a priority inspired by the principles of solidarity and inter-American cooperation in the quest for equity and social justice and the integral development of its peoples;


That, according to the Declaration of Santiago on Democracy and Public Trust: A New Commitment to Good Governance for the Americas, strengthening democratic governance calls for the elimination of poverty and social exclusion and the promotion of equitable economic growth, by means of sound public policies and good governance practices that promote equal opportunity, education, health, and full employment;


That, in the Declarations of the Summits of the Americas held in Miami, Santiago, and Quebec City, as well as that of the Special Summit of Nuevo León, and in their respective Plans of Action, the Heads of State of the Americas pledged to promote, strengthen, and support the microenterprise and small business sector through programs in the areas of information, training, technical assistance, financing, and association-building, enabling these sectors to thrive over the long term;


That microcredit and microfinancing are key elements of the central topic of the Summit of the Americas to be held this year in Argentina, which is the creation of employment to confront poverty and strengthen democratic governance;


That the first of the development goals contained in the Declaration of the United Nations Millennium Summit is to meet the critical challenge of reducing extreme poverty in the world by half by the year 2015;


That the United Nations General Assembly, in resolution A/RES/53/197, of December 15, 1998, proclaimed the year 2005 as the International Year of Microcredit and requested that the observance of the Year be a special occasion for giving impetus to microcredit programs in all countries, in particular in the developing countries;


That the Microcredit Summit was held in Washington, D.C., in 1997, during which a global campaign was launched in order to “reach 100 million of the world’s poorest families, especially the women of those families, with credit for self-employment and other financial and business services by the year 2005”; and


That said campaign brings together public and private microcredit practitioners, educational institutions, donor agencies, governmental and nongovernmental organizations, and others involved with microcredit and microfinancing so that they may promote best practices in the field, learn from one another, and work toward reaching the Summit goal; and


That, in the framework of that global campaign, the Regional Microcredit Summit for Latin America and the Caribbean was held in Santiago, Chile (April 19-22, 2005);

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That a high percentage of families in the Hemisphere do not have access to, or are excluded from financial services and formal credit systems, since such credit operations with those families are not considered profitable for the formal banking system;

That in numerous Latin American and Caribbean countries a system is in place based on informal production activities that contribute to the survival of a large segment of the population;

That millions of people are striving to overcome social and economic exclusion by developing small-scale productive and commercial activities, both rural and urban, outside the formal economic structure, launching modest productive and trade initiatives that develop unused resources; work toward economic, social, political, and cultural development; and take solidarity concerns into account;

That it is essential to promote technological and productive innovation, access to arable land, irrigation, education, basic health care, gender equity, and economic and environmental sustainability so as to generate different forms of socially just production, marketing, and wealth distribution, which may contribute to meeting the needs of families and communities traditionally excluded from development processes, thus enabling the benefits of development to accrue equally to everyone;

That microcredit and microfinancing are important financial tools for fighting poverty; foster the creation of wealth, jobs, and economic security; and provide independence to people living in poverty, in particular women, helping to build an economy in which everyone may participate, without exclusion;


That microcredit and microfinancing help to forge ties of solidarity, democratic community participation, and social cohesion and integration; to stimulate local economies; and to promote collaboration among persons and institutions engaged in economic development; and


That funds, especially those from governments and donors, must be made available and channeled to microcredit institutions, through independent lending institutions at national and regional levels,

RESOLVES:


1.
To invite the member states to create, promote and/or strengthen microcredit and microfinancing systems and institutions tailored to specific national and regional realities in order to facilitate the mobilization of resources for microcredit and microfinancing to help reduce the economic vulnerability of families and persons who are excluded from the formal banking system.


2.
To invite the banking and financial institutions and savings and loan cooperatives, both public and private, as well as nongovernmental organizations, to establish microcredit and microfinancing services such that people may have quick access to credit on flexible terms and be able to repay the loan, in terms of rate, amount, and repayment period.


3.
To urge member states to strive to increase the resources earmarked for microloans, through Official Development Assistance (ODA) and other channels, to those without access to the formal banking system and to invest in microfinance aimed at alleviating poverty, as a key aspect of their strategies to help meet the commitments contained in the Declaration of the United Nations Millennium Summit, especially with regard to poverty alleviation.


4.
To urge the World Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank, the United Nations Development Programme, and other regional institutions, banks, and financial corporations to increase the proportion of their loans and donations earmarked for microcredit and microfinancing.


5.
To request global and regional organizations and multilateral and bilateral governmental development agencies to continue to support through programs, including training and technical assistance programs, the development, strengthening, and modernization of microenterprises and small businesses to enable them to continue contributing to poverty alleviation in the Hemisphere.


6.
To recommend to the member states that their central, state or regional, and local governments encourage the procurement and/or use of goods and services produced by microenterprises and small businesses, to enable these producers to play a more active role in the country’s economic activities and help generate employment.


7.
To invite those countries that have developed successful microcredit and microfinancing systems and programs to share their experiences and best practices and to include in their cooperation projects offers to provide help and technical assistance in this field.


8.
To instruct the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report on the implementation of this resolution to the next regular session of the General Assembly.

AG/RES. 2083 (XXXV-O/05)
STRENGTHENING OF MICRO, SMALL AND MEDIUM-SIZED ENTERPRISES

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2004)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolution CIDI/RES. 167 (X-O/05) “Strengthening of Micro, Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises”;

CONSIDERING:


That, in the Declaration of Nuevo León, the Heads of State and Government stated:  “We recognize that micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises constitute a fundamental component for economic growth, employment creation, and poverty reduction in our countries.  We will support micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises through policies and programs that facilitate their consolidation and incorporation into the formal sector, allow their effective access to markets and to government procurement, and, inter alia, promote investment in and training of human resources, and facilitate access to credit, business development services, and new technologies in order to reduce administrative costs.  Additionally, we will promote greater international cooperation in order to foster the sharing of best practices for the development of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises;”


That the strengthening of the micro, small and medium enterprise, is a key element of the central topic of the Summit of the Americas to be held this year in Argentina, which is the creation of employment to confront poverty and strengthen democratic governance;


That, in the Ministerial Declaration of Quito, the Seventh Meeting of Ministers of Trade adopted “the Hemispheric Cooperation Program as a priority of all our governments.  The Program is intended to strengthen the capacities of those countries seeking assistance to participate in the negotiations, implement their trade commitments, and address the challenges and maximize the benefits of hemispheric integration, including productive capacity and competitiveness in the region;”


That the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005 (hereinafter “the Strategic Plan”) underscores efforts to support initiatives aimed at increasing the productivity and market access of small and micro enterprises and includes, among its objectives, support for activities to enhance the competitiveness of member states, particularly those with smaller economies, and for projects and initiatives that strengthen the capacity of the business sector to generate employment and promote social well-being through foreign trade;


That the Strategic Plan recognizes the importance of supporting countries in the implementation of projects and activities in secondary and higher education that meet the needs of a constantly evolving labor market. It also includes measures designed to take advantage of new information and communication technologies; and


That, through the Hemispheric Cooperation Program, the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) and the Governments of Canada and the United States have allocated resources to the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development to strengthen the competitiveness of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises in order to promote trade and development through the use of Internet resources and information and communication technologies,

RESOLVES:

1. To urge the member states to continue to strengthen micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises (MSME) so as to contribute to economic growth, job creation, and poverty alleviation in the countries of the Hemisphere.
2. To request the pertinent sectoral authorities to consider, during their ministerial meetings and/or meetings of the inter-American committees, the advisability of formulating policies and programs in support of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises.

3. To encourage the OAS General Secretariat to support, to the extent possible, efforts by member states aimed at strengthening the competitiveness of small and medium-sized enterprises for trade and development by:

a. strengthening the institutional framework that supports the micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises, in particular by facilitating their access to markets and to government procurement using electronic means in order to provide a broader dissemination of the existing opportunities available to them;

b. promoting the use by micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises of Internet resources and information and communication technologies, to improve quality management, marketing, and to promote, accordingly, their association and participation in supply chains;

c. human resource development and training for the micro, small and medium-sized enterprises to meet the workforce needs of an increasingly knowledge-based economy; and

d. transferring lessons learned and sharing best practices in order to contribute to accelerating the development of the micro, small and medium-sized enterprises and job creation.

4. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

AG/RES. 2084 (XXXV-O/05)
REPORT OF THE SECOND INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF MINISTERS OF CULTURE
AND HIGHEST APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2004)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:


Resolution CIDI/RES. 171 (X-O/05), “Report of the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities”; and


Resolutions AG/RES. 1980 (XXXIV-O/04) and CIDI/RES. 155 (IX-O/04), “Report of the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC)”; and

CONSIDERING:


That the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities was held in Mexico, on August 23 and 24, 2004, with the technical support of the General Secretariat;


That the topics considered at the Meeting were culture as an engine for economic growth, employment, and development; challenges faced by cultural industries; and culture as a tool for social cohesion and the fight against poverty; and


The Final Report of the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities (document REMIC-II/doc.9/05),

RESOLVES:

1. To endorse the Declaration and the Plan of Action adopted at the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities, which are appended to this resolution; and to entrust the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) and the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), particularly its Office of Education, Science, and Technology, with collaborating with authorities in the culture sector in implementing the agreements and activities agreed upon.
2. To acknowledge the efforts made by the Government of Mexico to organize and hold the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities.

3. To take note of the offer made by the Government of Chile to host the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture, scheduled for the second half of 2005.

4. To instruct the General Secretariat to continue, through SEDI, to support the process for the preparation and follow-up of meetings in the culture sector.

5. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

AG/RES. 2086 (XXXV-O/05)
REPORT OF THE SECOND MEETING OF THE
INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 1985 (XXXIV-O/04) and CIDI/RES. 153 (IX-O/04), “Report of the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI” and CIDI/RES. 173 (X-O/05), “Report of the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education”;


RECALLING that the General Assembly instructed the General Secretariat to provide technical and secretariat support to the education sector for follow-up and implementation of the mandates of the Second and the Third Summits of the Americas;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:


That at the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education (Mexico, August 11-13, 2003), the ministers agreed to hold the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE);


That the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education was held at OAS headquarters on October 18 and 19, 2004, with technical support from the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, particularly its Office of Education, Science, and Technology, to follow up on the decisions adopted by the sectoral authorities and to prepare for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education;


That, at that meeting, the Committee evaluated the progress and challenges in the projects on equity and quality, teacher training and secondary education, and labor competencies.  It also analyzed the regional projects on educational indicators and evaluation of educational quality and the Inter-American Program in the Formation of Democratic Values for Peace and Human Rights, and received the results of the study “Strengthening Democracy in the Americas through Civic Education”;


That the Government of Trinidad and Tobago offered to host the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI, which is scheduled to be held on August 11 and 12, 2005; and


That the preparatory work for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education is under way, a meeting of the sectoral authorities and the Executive Committee of the CIE having been held on February 15 and 16, 2005, and a preparatory meeting having been held on May 12 and 13, 2005, to which all the delegations were invited; and


CONSIDERING the final report of the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education and the decisions it adopted (CIDI/CIE/doc.16/04),
RESOLVES:


1.
To take note of the final report of the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education and the decisions it adopted, contained in document CIDI/CIE/doc.16/04.


2.
To take note of the offer by the Government of Trinidad and Tobago to host the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the framework of CIDI, to be held on August 11 and 12, 2005.


3.
To take note of the progress made in the preparatory work for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education and to instruct the General Secretariat to continue, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, to support the process of preparation and follow-up of meetings in the educational sector.


4.
To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

AG/RES. 2087 (XXXV-O/05)
REPORT OF THE FIRST MEETING OF MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES
ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolutions CEPCIDI/RES. 100 (XCIX-O/04), which convoked the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, and AG/RES. 2049 (XXXIV-O/04), “Fourth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology and First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology within the Framework of CIDI”; and CIDI/RES. 174 (X-O/05), “Report of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology”;

CONSIDERING:


That the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology was held on November 11 and 12, 2004, in Lima, Peru, with technical support from the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, particularly its Office of Education, Science, and Technology; and


The final report of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology (document REMCYT-I/doc.11/04), which stressed the fundamental importance of science, technology, engineering, and innovation in the promotion of integral development among the countries of the Americas;


RECALLING that the General Assembly instructed the General Secretariat to provide, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, particularly its Office of Education, Science, and Technology, support for implementation of the mandates of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology within the Framework of CIDI, as well as the preparation and follow-up of other meetings in the area of science and technology; and

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:


That on the occasion of the Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, a technical seminar was held on “Financing and Priorities in Science and Technology in Latin America and the Caribbean, which was cosponsored by the Organization of American States (OAS), the Inter-American Development Bank, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, and the National Council of Science and Technology of Peru; and


That during the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology a dialogue was held with civil society organizations and a ceremony was held to award a prize to young scientists from 15 member states,

RESOLVES:


1.
To endorse the Declaration and Plan of Action
/ adopted during the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology; and to entrust the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI) and the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), particularly the Office of Education, Science, and Technology, with collaborating with the sectoral authorities in science and technology in carrying out the activities and the agreements agreed upon.


2.
To recognize the effort put by the Government of Peru into organizing and holding the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology within the Framework of CIDI.


3.
To underscore the importance of holding the “Technical Seminar on Financing and Priorities in Science and Technology in Latin America and the Caribbean” on the occasion of the Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, cosponsored by the Organization of American States (OAS), the Inter-American Development Bank, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, and the National Council of Science and Technology of Peru; and to instruct the General Secretariat to continue to develop this type of activity.


4.
To recognize the importance of the dialogue held with civil society organizations, as well as the award presented to young scientists of the Hemisphere; and to encourage the continued implementation of activities with the collaboration and support of the public and private sectors.

5.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue, through SEDI, supporting the process of preparation and follow-up of meetings in the science and technology sector.


6.
To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

DECLARATION OF LIMA

We, the Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology attending the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology Within the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) of the Organization of American States (OAS), in Lima, Peru, on November 11-12, 2004, for the purpose of giving due importance to the incorporation of science, technology, engineering, innovation and education as major driving forces behind the economic and social development of the countries of the Hemisphere and bearing in mind the cooperation principles set forth in the Charter of the Organization of American States and the actions which to this end were mandated by the Summits of the Americas, including the Summits of Punta del Este in 1967, Miami in 1994, Santiago in 1998, Québec in 2001, and Monterrey/Nuevo León in 2004, 
CONSIDER:

1.
That science, technology, engineering, innovation, and education are fundamental to promote the integral development of the countries of the Americas, which encompass the economic, social, educational, cultural, scientific, and technological fields, as well as job creation to combat poverty, in the framework of protection of the quality of the environment and integration of the gender perspective in policies and to strengthen democracy.

2.
That hemispheric cooperation is a fundamental instrument to address the needs of each country for building human and institutional capacity and infra-structure for scientific and technological research.

3.
That support for hemispheric initiatives in science, technology, engineering, innovation and education of common interest to the member states promotes solidarity and cooperation between each other and contributes to the exchange of information on successful practices and experiences.

4.
That given the wide disparity in science, technology, engineering, innovation and education among the different countries of the Americas, it is critical to support those less developed in these areas, in order to promote their democratic integral development.

5.
That the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005 of CIDI, where scientific capacity building and the exchange of technologies are priority areas of action, identifies that “the struggle against poverty and inequality, and especially the eradication of extreme poverty is a common and shared responsibility of the member states, and are essential factors in promoting and consolidating democracy.  Furthermore, the need to achieve integral, just and sustainable social and economic development continues to pose a challenge for the Hemisphere.”

6.
That the Inter-American Science and Technology Program (PRICYT) is a mechanism aimed at facilitating the formulation of development initiatives based on science and technology in the framework of CIDI.

7.
That it is of the utmost importance to link these efforts with those of the Summits of the Americas, especially the one that will take place in 2005 in Argentina, which has as its theme the creation of employment to fight poverty and strengthen democratic governance.

8.
That it is fundamental to promote the development of science, technology, engineering and innovation in cooperation and partnership with the private sector, particularly through the active use of information and communication technologies, as a means to significantly increase the level of investment in these areas.

9.
That the value of the participation and contribution of civil society in the scientific and technological development and in innovation should be recognized.
WE DECLARE THAT WE WILL JOIN EFFORTS TO:

1.
Promote the sustained growth of investment in science, technology, engineering, and innovation in our countries, which should be integrated into our respective economic policies to achieve economic and social well-being of the nations, including the participation of both the public and private sectors to strengthen the productive sector and basic services to improve the quality of life of our peoples, all within the framework of domestic sustainable development, taking into account the principles of solidarity, shared responsibility and cooperation.

2.
Endeavor that all member states establish effective national policies in science, technology, engineering and innovation, which are clearly integrated with economic and social policies, by the year 2007.

3.
Work towards the wide acceptance and recognition of the fundamental importance of incorporating science, technology, engineering, and innovation in our nations as leading elements of their social and economic development strategy; integrate and promote them in national and regional strategic development plans for the fundamental purpose of reducing poverty in the Hemisphere.

4.
Support the establishment of national innovation systems oriented towards the productive sector, both public and private, to improve their competitiveness through the use of science and technology and of qualified human resources that promote the generation and dissemination of technological innovation, aiming for the integral development of our countries.

5.
Foster the expansion of human, institutional capacities and infrastructure to undertake scientific and technological research in a framework of environmental protection, gender equity and equality, and openness to the inter-relation between the public and private sectors.

6.
Strive to narrow the gap in scientific, technologic, engineering and innovative capacities among the different countries of the Americas, by supporting those less developed in these areas, through increased cooperation in, inter alia, capacity building, technology transfer, research and education.

7.
Promote the harmonization and coordination of science, technology, engineering, and innovation programs implemented by various bilateral and multilateral organizations in order to achieve the best results in applying available resources.

8.
Facilitate the greatest interaction possible between scientific and technologic research communities by fostering the establishment and consolidation of advanced research networks and synergy among educational institutions, research centers, the public and private sectors, and civil society.

9.
Promote applications of science, technology, engineering, and innovation as a means to increase social inclusion, especially of the most vulnerable groups; reduce poverty; and consolidate democracy in the countries of the region.

10.
Encourage the social science approach for an understanding and assimilation of scientific and technological development in society, promoting a strong interaction between the natural and social sciences.

11.
Support the creation at the OAS of a program of information and services that supports science and technology (science and technology indicator networks, geographic information systems, scientific databases) as a tool to formulate regional and national policies and programs and monitor and measure their social and economic impacts and their permanent dissemination.

12.
Enhance science education, both formal and non formal, to encourage the incorporation of the entire population, and especially young people, into science, technology, engineering, and innovation activities aimed at promoting the economic and social development of the Americas, with the ultimate end of promoting scientific vocations and the public understanding of science.

13.
Foster integral education, which includes continuing education for the adult population and emphasizes computer literacy, aimed at developing a labor force for the twentyfirst century skilled in information and communication technologies.

14.
Encourage the participation of all stakeholders in policy decision making on matters of science, technology, engineering, and innovation.

15.
Implement the Lima Plan of Action and support the hemispheric initiatives in science, technology, engineering, innovation and education of common interest to the Member States as well as other initiatives conceived in bilateral and multilateral levels within the region, with special consideration for those countries where their implementation would have the most impact and contribute to their development.

16.
Convene annual meetings of science, technology, engineering, and innovation commissions to follow up on the Declaration of Lima and its Plan of Action, and disseminate their national and hemispheric results and experiences.
PLAN OF ACTION OF LIMA
INTRODUCTION

The principles spelled out in the Declaration of Lima and the shared view of the countries of the Hemisphere are expressed in specific lines of action to pursue the development objectives agreed upon in the region and set forth in the Declaration of Cartagena, the Declaration of Nuevo León, and the agreements reached during the Fourth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCYT).  Science, technology, engineering and innovation are major driving forces that will help the countries to foster economic and social development in the cooperative framework provided in the Charter of the Organization of American States and the mandates established for that purpose at the Summits of the Americas in Miami, in Santiago, in Quebec City, and Monterrey.  The principles adopted in the Declaration will serve as the foundation for partnership with governments and all interested parties on activities of interest to the Hemisphere, a group on countries, and individual countries, with the ultimate end of promoting social inclusion and fighting poverty.

The purpose of the Plan of Action is to promote the overall objectives set forth in the Declaration of Lima, recognizing the need to create employment to face poverty and strengthen democratic governance that will promote participation and shared responsibility on the part of the state, civil society, and political society, so as to achieve real progress in the vital task of integrating the countries and fostering social and economic development to improve the living standards of our peoples.
PLAN OF ACTION

We, the Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology participating in the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology within the Framework of CIDI, recognize and approve the following hemispheric strategies and policy proposals for science and technology, which were recommended by COMCYT at its fourth regular meeting, and confirm our commitment to the following Plan of Action, that shall focus on the following seven commitments:
I.
ENCOURAGING INVESTMENT IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT

1.
Investment


We recognize the priority and importance of science, technology, engineering, and innovation for the socioeconomic development of our countries.  We support the commitment to a sustained allocation to those areas in the national budget, and to promote the sustained growth of investment in science, technology, engineering and innovation.

2.
Intellectual Property


We encourage the development of policies and the creation or strengthening of regulatory systems allowing scientists and the entrepreneurial sector to protect their innovations and develop technology applications, with special attention to cutting-edge technologies, in order to improve living standards for our citizens and promote competitiveness.

3.
Creation of Employment and Innovation


We encourage the use of technology as a national and hemispheric response to the challenges of social demands, since we believe that the high rates of unemployment in the Americas, together with the scarce opportunities available to its inhabitants to learn and be trained for decent employment, call for innovative practices in scientific and technical vocational education. We believe, therefore, that the public and private sectors should promote innovation, and participate intensively in providing good basic technical training, to create new businesses and jobs.
II.
STRENGTHENING NATIONAL AND REGIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE

1.
Strengthening the Scientific Community and Scientific Institutions at the National and Regional Levels


We will strengthen the scientific community and scientific institutions at the national and regional levels, fostering participation by universities, national academies of science, medicine, and engineering, and by science and technology associations, including youth science organizations, in pursuing this goal.

2.
Promoting the Development of Information and Telecommunications Technology Infrastructure for Scientific Research and Education (Cyberinfrastructure, E-science)


To foster the improvement and expansion of national and regional infrastructure–human resources, networks, software, computer and archival resources, digital libraries and information management systems and services, scientific databases, digital geographic information, instruments, sensors, and laboratories of the Americas–to allow the region’s countries to participate in advanced, global research projects and in the world economy.


To promote and support the development of telecommunications, advanced networks, and information infrastructure that includes digital information management systems in the region, as well as the creation of national and regional policies and programs for digital government or e-government, so as to propel the countries of the region toward competitive, knowledge-based economies, facilitate access to science and technology resources, strengthen the areas of science, health, and education, and strengthen essential economic and social activities, maintaining and promoting cultural diversity.

3.
Identifying Centers of Excellence for Training and Research in the Region


We will identify and develop national and regional centers of excellence to serve as reference to facilitate cooperation in research and researcher training in the whole region.

4.
Promoting Development Clusters and Business Associations


We encourage business associations, at the national and multinational levels, to use different cooperative approaches, such as networks, development groups, and worker participation in innovation, to improve competitiveness and the quality of life of our peoples.

5.
Developing National Institutional Infrastructure


We will devise policies to strengthen the development of adaptable, flexible institutions capable of: recognizing the ability of science, technology, engineering, and innovation to increase the competitiveness of the productive sectors; adapting their innovation models to respond to public and private sectors requirements; creating networks to generate and coordinate the knowledge these sectors require; and mainstreaming the gender perspective into their activities. Science, technology, engineering and innovation should be viewed not as expenditure, but as an investment.

6.
Promoting the Industrial Development and the Transfer of Technology


We encourage the development of innovation centers and “startups” and mechanisms of technology transfer to promote industrial development in close association with research and development institutions, following best practices.

7.
Promoting Shared Infrastructure and Laboratories


We encourage the establishment of shared laboratory infrastructure that promotes research and horizontal cooperation, linked with metrology, biotechnology, materials science, and nanotechnology, and other relevant areas to provide access for the region’s less developed countries.
8.
Promoting the Development of Geographic Information Systems and Services for All


We promote the sustainable production, availability, access and application of standardized digital data and geographic information to assist both policy formulation and decision making processes, to support research and scientific processes, and to disseminate science and knowledge to the general public.
III.
STRENGTHENING NATIONAL, REGIONAL, AND HEMISPHERIC POLICIES

1.
Formulating National Strategies and Policies in Each Member State


We will formulate, as appropriate, national policies and strategies in our respective states to develop science, technology, engineering, and innovation in accordance with our needs and in relation to our main endeavors, in consultation with the other major stakeholders, by the year 2007 as a goal of the member states of the OAS.

2.
Encouraging Support for Countries with a Science and Technology Gap


We will focus our efforts on responding to the needs and expectations of our countries, promoting horizontal collaboration and cooperation in science and technology and encouraging partnerships, taking into account our diversity and the uneven levels of development in science and technology, with the ultimate aim of reducing existing gaps.

3.
Encouraging Collaborative Research Projects That Promote South-South and North-South Interactions


We will develop regional initiatives related to programs and projects for bilateral and multilateral collaboration in specific areas that could be improved, expanded, adapted to other countries, and publicized.

4.
Science and Technology to Promote and Expand Democracy


We support and promote the application of science and technology and related information services as one of the means for democracy-building, so that all citizens may participate actively in informed decision-making and oversee the implementation of those decisions, which will contribute to the development of appropriate mechanisms for the inclusion of marginalized and underprivileged groups.
IV.
STRENGTHENING AND DISSEMINATING SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, INNOVATION, AND SCIENTIFIC EDUCATION

1.
Importance of Hemispheric Cooperation to Popularize Science and Technology


We foster the popularization of science and technology, and scientific education, which have a central role in the socioeconomic, cultural, and environmental development of our countries.  To that end we promote the establishment of a hemispheric program that coordinates strong and effective action among countries and permits the expansion of efforts to improve the population’s scientific and technical literacy.

2.
Education and Human Resource Training to Increase Capabilities in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Innovation


We will work to achieve advanced training with scholarship programs at the postgraduate level on multidisciplinary programs and subjects closely related to the problems of our countries–given that human resource training is one of the essential components in strengthening science and technology capabilities–with special attention to those countries that have the widest science and technology gap.  In this endeavor, we encourage building upon existing programs, such as the OAS Scholarship Program.


We will favor the establishment of scientific education programs for all citizens, starting with early education, using innovative, collaborative approaches to promote creativity and critical thinking.

3.
Gender Equity and Equality in Capacity Building


We promote gender equity and equality in all human resource training programs for science and technology development, giving the highest priority to improving the quality of science and technology education at all levels, with particular attention to eliminating the effect of gender bias and promoting creativity and a critical point of view at all levels, especially at the earliest stages.
V.
STRENGTHENING PROGRAMS FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY INDICATORS, DATABASES, PORTALS, PUBLICATIONS, AND SCIENTIFIC JOURNALS

We will work to create a regional science and technology indicators program, taking into consideration the existing experiences in the Hemisphere, and recognizing the importance of assessing the social impact of national and regional science and technology development programs.  We also promote the formulation of sectorial indicators in the various areas of science and engineering.

We will work to expand regional information networks, databases, portals, and the dissemination and cataloguing of web-based scientific journals and publications, which strengthen science, technology, and innovation, to make them available and affordable to all countries in the region.
VI.
HEMISPHERIC INITIATIVES

We strengthen our commitment to support concrete hemispheric initiatives aimed at the development and implementation of topics of interest to all member states, including inter alia the following:

1.
“Recommendations for Integrating a Gender Perspective in Science and Technology Policies and Programs in the Americas”


Develop the necessary actions to integrate the gender perspective in science and technology policies and programs of the member states, in order to achieve full participation of women and men.  Women and men should be equal partners in the design, production and in sharing the benefits of the knowledge society.

2.
“Engineering for the Americas”


Build local engineering capacity to create knowledge that ensures the solution of local needs and opens the chance to compete for global opportunities.  Engineering excellence is a key ingredient in the application of science and technology to the solution of the world’s economic and social problems to achieve economic growth.

3.
“Inter-American Materials Collaboration through the Inter-American Materials Collaboration (CIAM) Programs”


Support collaboration for joint research in materials and nanotechnology, strengthening the coordinated multi-agency program CIAM and its efforts to expand networking between scientists in participating countries in the Americas.

4.
“National Research and Education Networks (NRENs) in the Americas, and the Latin American Advanced Networks Cooperation (CLARA)”


Develop advanced networks and infrastructure to interconnect human capacities, specialized resources and shared laboratories, sensors and instruments, databases, and their research organizations to strengthen education, science and technology and health in the Americas in the twentyfirst century, using existing mechanisms such as the CLARA Project.

5.
“Global Change Research through the Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research (IAI)”


Support the strengthening of the Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research (IAI) recognizing the importance of developing the capacity for understanding the integrated impact of global change on regional and continental environments in the Americas, and to promote collaborative research and informed action at all levels.

6.
“Inter-American Program of Indicators for Science, Technology, and Innovation”


Support the creation of a Regional Program on Science and Technology Indicators, utilizing the current mechanisms of cooperation of the Ibero-American/Inter-American Network on Science and Technology Indicators (RICYT), recognize the importance of measuring the differentiated social impact of national and regional science and technology programs for development, and promote the formulation of sectorial indicators, taking into account the desegregation by sex.

7.
“Popularization of Science”


Support programs and activities to strengthen the public understanding of science, at both the national and regional levels, recognizing the critical role that the popularization of science and technology plays in the socioeconomic, cultural and environmental development of the countries in the Americas.

8.
“Geographic Spatial Information for Integral Development in the Americas”


Promote and consolidate the renovated role of geographic information systems for the integral development of the Hemisphere, and facilitate projects that stimulate geographic information services as a basis for planning and decision-making in our countries.

9.
“Legal Metrology for the Caribbean”


Support the creation of a reliable metrological infrastructure for the Caribbean countries, composed of good standards, calibration services, testing laboratories, quality control systems and recognized certification, to overcome technical barriers to trade and facilitate their more efficient integration in the global market economy.

10.
“Advanced Networking for the Caribbean Region”


Support the establishment of advanced networks in the Caribbean region with interconnections through Central America and the other countries of the Western Hemisphere, recognizing that networking and information infrastructure is a critical vehicle for propelling countries of the region into competitive knowledge-based economies.  This will enhance projects such as the Latin American Cooperation of Advanced Networks (CLARA).

11.
“Scientific Education with Support from the Inter-American Network of Academies of Science (IANAS)”


Support science education initiatives in the Americas, in particular the Inter-American Network of Academies of Sciences (IANAS) Inquiry-Based Science Education (IBSE), through which our peoples can understand the importance of scientific endeavor for their cultural and socioeconomic development.  Science education is the most important way through which national societies of all countries learn about science, its values, concepts and objectives.

12.
“Biotechnology for the Americas”


Stimulate the formulation of a biotechnology program for the Americas that allow the countries in the region to increase their commitment in research and development and establish collaborative efforts at the hemispheric level, develop human resources and infrastructure, and establish a legal framework within which biotechnological development may occur.  Special attention will be given to the application of biotechnology in tropical agriculture in order to enhance the nutrition of staple foods.

13.
“Digital Government in the Americas”


Support a collaborative regional initiative in digital government that would permit the active development and application of science and technology to the implementation of digital government, in order to provide the potential for reductions in public expenditures and improved services to citizens; facilitate inter-country and inter-agency data sharing for economic, social, scientific and technological development; and permit governments to benefit from and enhance each other’s digital automation efforts.

14.
“Databases, Portals, Publications, and Scientific Journals”


Support the expansion and dissemination of regional information networks, databases, portals, catalogs of magazines and scientific publications-Internet based, that strengthen the management of scientific and technological activity and of innovation, such as the ScienTI Network (International Network of Information and Knowledge Sources for Science, Technology and Innovation Management), Platform Lattes of Brazil, INFOCYT Network (Information Network on Science and Technology for Latin America and the Caribbean), SciELO (Scientific Library Online), and Latindex (Regional Information System for Online Scientific Periodicals of Latin America, the Caribbean, Spain and Portugal), in order to make them available in other countries of the region.

15.
“Productive Competitiveness and Employment for the Americas”


Support the implementation of a Program of Productive Competitiveness and Employment for the region that considers a social and labor agenda.
VII.
FOLLOW-UP TO THE MEETINGS OF MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

1.
The governments, through their ministers and high authorities on science and technology, will continue to meet periodically to enhance and devise new forms of cooperation and understanding among the countries of the Americas, strengthening the hemispheric framework of institutions and conveying those suggestions to the Summit of the Americas process.

2.
To reiterate the commitment assume during the meeting of ministers responsible for science and technology, held in Cartagena de Indias, to hold ministerial meetings at least every three years and those of COMCYT every year.

3.
The governments will have the primary responsibility for implementing the mandates set forth in the Declaration and Plan of Action of the Ministerial Meeting.  The Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology will continue to act as liaison to all government organizations involved in the fulfillment of the Declaration and the Plan of Action, in keeping with the activities supported by the OAS Secretariat for the Summit Process.

The governments will invite the organizations of the Inter-American System, including the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and the World Bank, inter alia, as well as other cooperation agencies, to strengthen existing agreements to promote science and technology development in the Hemisphere through cooperation and mutual support, with the aim of complementing specialized technical knowledge and thus making more financial resources available for more ambitious projects.  Support will be sought from private-sector and civil society organizations.
AG/RES. 2088 (XXXV-O/05)
XIV INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF LABOR

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 1986 (XXXIV-O/04) and CIDI/RES. 159 (IX-O/04), “Report of the XIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor,” and CIDI/RES.170 (X-O/04), “XIV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”;

CONSIDERING:


That at the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City in 2001, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed the fundamental importance of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor; 


That the dialogue of Ministers of Labor at the XIII CIMT focused on the labor situation in the Hemisphere and current challenges, the relationship between economic and labor policies, and corporate social responsibility; and


That the theme of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Mar de Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005, is “Creating Employment to Confront Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance,” which means that the dynamics of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (CIMT) are especially relevant;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:


That the XIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, held in Salvador, Bahia, (Brazil, September 24 to 26, 2003), welcomed the offer by Mexico to host the XIV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor;


That as part of the follow-up process to the XIII CIMT and in preparation for the XIV CIMT, a planning meeting was held in Washington, D.C., on January 31 and February 1, 2005, with the participation of the member countries of the “Troika,” the coordinators of the working groups of the Conference, representatives of the International Labour Organization, the Pan American Health Organization, the Inter-American Development Bank, and the advisory bodies of the CIMT:  the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE) and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Business Technical Advisory Committee on Labor Matters (CEATAL);


That, on March 7 and 8, 2005, a Workshop on Innovation and Decent Employment was held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, for the labor unions and employer associations of the Hemisphere, represented in the advisory bodies of the CIMT, the conclusions of which were presented to the XXXVII Meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) and will also be presented to the XIV CIMT;


That the working groups of the CIMT met from April 11 to 13, 2005, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, to define the scope and content of the reports they will present to the XIV CIMT, which will be used as inputs for the draft Declaration and Plan of Action;


That the technical preparatory meeting for the XIV CIMT will be held on July 13 and 14, 2005, in Mexico, to seek agreements on the draft Declaration and Plan of Action, approve the final versions of the reports of the working groups, and finalize the language used in the component on labor and employment, which will then be transmitted to the Fourth Summit of the Americas, through the SIRG; and


That the member states have been carrying out  important work, with the support of the General Secretariat, to follow up on the XIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (CIMT) and to prepare for the XIV CIMT,

RESOLVES:


1.
To take note of the offer by the Government of Mexico to host the XIV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, on September 26 and 27, 2005, whose topic is “People and their work at the heart of globalization.”


2.
To acknowledge the particular importance of the holding this year of the XIV CIMT, since the keynote theme of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Mar de Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005, is the creation of employment to confront poverty and strengthen democratic governance; and to recommend to the SIRG that it take the conclusions of that conference into account during the preparatory process for the Summit.


3.
To recommend that the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, continue supporting process of the preparation for and follow-up of meetings in the labor sector and that it report periodically to CEPCIDI on that process.


4.
To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

AG/RES. 2089 (XXXV-O/05)
XIX INTER-AMERICAN TRAVEL CONGRESS

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

BEARING IN MIND:

That the XVIII Inter-American Travel Congress (IATC), held in Guatemala in June of 2003, provided a valuable opportunity for dialogue on the "New Challenges of the Tourism Sector and Hemispheric Responses to Sustain Recovery and Growth";

That during the XVIII Inter-American Travel Congress the Government of Peru confirmed its offer made during the previous Congress, to host the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress;

That the Government of The Bahamas offered to be the site for the following Congress, or the alternate site for the XIX Congress, on the condition that it is given at least two years notice before the date of the event so that enough time is available for the promotion and organization of the event;

That the General Assembly at its the thirty-fourth regular session endorsed the “Declaration of Guatemala City” and the “Plan of Action for Sustainable Tourism Development in Collaboration with the Private Sector” and requested the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

The contributions to the generation of employment and the growing economic and social importance of the small tourism enterprise particularly in the smaller economies of the Hemisphere;

The impact that the application of services in Internet and information and communication technology is having on the development of small tourism enterprise in areas such as training, marketing, and banking;

HAVING SEEN the document submitted by the General Secretariat “Summary description of ongoing Programs and Activities in the Tourism Area: Draft Report to the General Assembly pursuant to the Resolution” AG/RES. 1987 (XXXIV-O/04), document CIDI/doc.10/05,

RESOLVES:

1.
To take note of the progress made in the implementation of the “Plan of Action for Sustainable Tourism Development in Collaboration with the Private Sector.”

2.
To take note of the offer made by the Government of Peru to host the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress, as well as of the offer made by the Government of The Bahamas as an alternative venue for said Congress.

3.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue supporting the efforts of the member states to achieve sustainable tourism in the Americas particularly as they relate to the development of the small tourism enterprise and to their utilization of services in Internet and electronic tools to strengthen their competitiveness in the global economy.

4.
To request the General Secretariat to facilitate the coordination of activities and exchange of information among member states for the organization of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress as a high level hemispheric meeting involving the tourism authorities of the member states of the Organization and representatives of the private sector.

5.
To recommend that the agenda for the event addresses the issues related to the strengthening of tourism as a hemispheric development tool and in particular the role of the small tourism enterprise in the generation of employment and overall sector competitiveness and growth.

6.
To request Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

AG/RES. 2091 (XXXV-O/05)
SUPPORT FOR AND FOLLOW-UP TO THE SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly on the activities of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (AG/RES.    /05 add. );

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the initiatives emanating from the First Summit of the Americas (Miami, 1994); the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development (Santa Cruz de la Sierra, 1996); the Second Summit of the Americas (Santiago, 1998); the Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec City, 2001); and the Special Summit of the Americas (Monterrey, 2004);

BEARING IN MIND the decision of the member states to hold the Fourth Summit of the Americas in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005;

RECALLING that in resolution AG/RES. 1349 (XXV-O/95), the General Assembly established a Special Committee of the Permanent Council on Inter-American Summits Management, and that, at its meeting of July 31, 2002, the Permanent Council decided to merge it with the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, thereby creating the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) in order to ensure effective, timely, and appropriate follow-up of the activities assigned to the Organization by the Summit of the Americas and to coordinate OAS preparation, participation, and follow-up with regard to future Summits;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the mandates arising from the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas and, in particular, those contained in the section “Follow Up to the Plan of Action,” which also contains an acknowledgment of the function that the CISC fulfills in coordinating OAS activities in this regard and in serving as a forum for civil society to contribute to the Summits of the Americas process; as well as the establishment of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat;

RECALLING that the Declaration of Quebec City recognizes the significant results of the ministerial meetings held in support of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas as well as the importance of the contribution made by civil society to the Summits of the Americas process;

RECOGNIZING ALSO the work of the Joint Summit Working Group, comprising the Organization of American States, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the World Bank, the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), the Andean Development Corporation (CAF), the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI), the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA), the International Organization for Migration (IOM), and the International Labour Organization (ILO);

RECALLING that the Summits of the Americas process encourages full participation by civil society and that, in the Declaration of Nuevo León, the Heads of State and Government undertook to institutionalize meetings with civil society and with the academic and private sectors; and

RECOGNIZING the importance of coordinated, timely, and effective follow-up of the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, the Declaration of Nuevo León, and the previous plans of action, as well as the preparatory work for the Fourth Summit of the Americas and the pivotal role of the inter-American system, and especially of the OAS, in this matter,

RESOLVES:

1. To urge member states to continue to implement the commitments of the Summits of the Americas and to promote and disseminate them within their respective national administrations.

2. To renew the mandate to the Permanent Council to coordinate the activities assigned to the Organization of American States by the Summits of the Americas.

3. To instruct the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to continue to give the highest priority to carrying out the initiatives assigned to them by the General Assembly, in accordance with the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, and to report regularly on these activities, as appropriate, to the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.

4. To request the General Secretariat to continue to serve, through the Secretariat for the Summit Process, as the institutional memory and secretariat of the Summits of the Americas process, in keeping with the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas and the Declaration of Nuevo León; to support the follow-up and dissemination of mandates as well as the preparation and technical coordination of the Fourth Summit of the Americas; and to offer to help member states implement the mandates assigned in its Plan of Action and those of future Summits.

5. To instruct the Permanent Council to continue to promote and facilitate civil society participation in topics assigned to the OAS by the Summits of the Americas process, as well as the efforts of member states to foster such participation.

6. To request that the General Secretariat, by way of the Joint Summit Working Group, chaired by the OAS Secretariat for the Summit Process:

a. Present a report to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) on the support provided to member states in pursuing Summit mandates;

b. In its capacity as coordination mechanism, continue to promote the implementation and follow-up in all agencies of the Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas and of the Declaration of Nuevo León;

c. Assist in the preparatory work for the Fourth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005; and

d. Hold at least one meeting of agency heads each year to review progress made and plan joint activities, as a complement to the regular interagency meetings.

7. To request the General Secretariat to present, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, a report to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) on fulfillment and follow-up of the commitments contained in the Quebec City Plan of Action and the Declaration of Nuevo León.

8. To request the General Secretariat to continue providing the necessary support for ministerial and sectoral meetings related to the implementation of Summit mandates and commitments on topics of interest to the OAS.

9. To request the General Secretariat to make efforts, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, to promote and disseminate among the various social actors the mandates and commitments emanating from the Summits of the Americas so that these actors may contribute to their implementation.
10. To request the General Secretariat to strengthen the Summits of the Americas Secretariat so that it may have the human and financial resources it needs to support the follow-up and dissemination of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and the preparations for the Fourth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Argentina.
11. To instruct the General Secretariat to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources; and to instruct the Secretary General to seek additional voluntary funds to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution.
12. To urge member states to continue contributing to the Specific Fund for the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) in order to provide financial support for the Group’s activities.
13. To request the General Secretariat to submit to the Permanent Council, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, systematic and detailed information on the budgetary and financial management of said Specific Fund.
14. To instruct the General Secretariat to report to the Permanent Council, prior to the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly, on the implementation of this resolution.
AG/RES. 2096 (XXXV-O/05)
APPOINTMENT OF WOMEN TO SENIOR MANAGEMENT POSITIONS AT THE OAS

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the Report of the General Secretariat to the Permanent Council (CP/doc.…/05), in particular as it pertains to the appointment of women to senior management positions at the OAS;


BEARING IN MIND Article 137 of the OAS Charter of the Organization of American States, which states that the Organization does not allow any restriction based on race, creed, or sex with respect to eligibility to hold positions in the Organization and to participate in its activities; and Article 120 of the Charter and Article 37 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat of the Organization, which stipulate that first consideration shall be given to efficiency, competence, and integrity in the recruitment of General Secretariat personnel, but that importance shall also be attached to the criterion of the widest possible geographic distribution in hiring personnel at all grade levels;


CONSIDERING that, in its resolutions AG/RES. 1627 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1790 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1872 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1954 (XXXIII-O/03), and AG RES 1977 (XXXIV-O/04) “Appointment of Women to Senior Management Position at the OAS,” it urged the Secretary General to establish as an objective that, by the year 2005, women should occupy 50% of posts in all categories of the OAS system;


CONSIDERING ALSO that the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, which was adopted by the OAS General Assembly, by resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), calls for the OAS General Secretariat to “implement measures to ensure full and equal access by men and women to all categories of posts in the OAS system, particularly in decision-making positions”;


REAFFIRMING the commitment expressed at the highest levels in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City, to promote gender equity and equality and women’s human rights by strengthening and fostering women’s full and equal participation in decision-making at all grade levels, women’s empowerment, and their equal opportunity to exercise leadership;


REAFFIRMING ALSO that the Declaration of Nuevo Leon recognized that "the empowerment of women, their full and equal participation in the development of our societies, and their equal opportunities to exercise leadership are fundamental for the reduction of poverty, the promotion of economic and social prosperity, and for people-centered sustainable development”;


ACKNOWLEDGING that ensuring equal opportunity for women–taking their diversity into account–in leadership and decision-making positions is only one important element of a continuum of actions, policies, and activities required to achieve gender equality in the workplace and improve gender mainstreaming throughout the OAS;

EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE of the need to effectively integrate gender balance considerations throughout the human resources management policies of the OAS;


BEARING IN MIND the Report of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs transmitting recommendations with regard to the Deloitte and Touche Management Study of the Operations of the General Secretariat Final Report (CP/CAAP-2699/04 rev. 1 add. 1) and AG/RES 2017 (XXXIV-O/04) pertaining to the Modernization of the General Secretariat of the OAS; 

BEARING IN MIND ALSO that the election of a new Secretary General and a new Assistant Secretary General afford a further opportunity for achieving a gender balance in the distribution of General Secretariat personnel;


HAVING SEEN the distribution of professionals by grade and sex annexed to the report;


NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the advances made in meeting the goal of having women occupy 50% of posts at all levels, especially in those grade levels where the goal has been met or exceeded; and 


AWARE that despite this progress, the goal of 50/50 gender distribution in senior management positions was not met by the end of 2004,
RESOLVES:

1. To urge the Secretary General to:

a. Develop, with the technical support of the CIM Secretariat and all people involved in the hiring and selection process, a human resources policy throughout which the principle of gender equity and equality is fully integrated.

b. Redouble his efforts to achieve the goal of having women, including indigenous women, occupy 50% of posts at each grade level within the OAS organs, agencies, and entities, particularly at the P-5 grade level and above, in order to achieve gender balance at all levels in the OAS, bearing in mind the criterion of geographic distribution in professional positions;
c. Continue to make gender equity and equality, which includes equal opportunities for women and men at all grade levels, taking their diversity into account, including opportunities for career advancement, one of the priorities in his efforts to establish a new institutional culture in the Organization;

d. Continue his work to establish policies of gender equality in the workplace and to make each manager accountable for the application of these policies;

e. Appoint  women as representatives and special envoys to represent the Secretary General in matters relating to all areas and sectors; and

f. Take into account, as a matter of priority, the objective of having women occupy 50% of posts at all grade levels within the OAS organs, agencies, and entities, with full respect for equitable geographic representation, when filling vacancies in the OAS, especially positions of higher authority.

g. Enable the Permanent Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) to effectively contribute to and facilitate the integration of the principle of gender equity and equality in human resource action plans.


2.
To urge all member states to support the efforts of the Secretary General and of the CIM by identifying and, through their permanent missions to the OAS, regularly submitting the candidacies of women to occupy positions of trust within the OAS, and to encourage more women to apply for vacant positions, which will have been widely publicized in all member states.


3.
To call on the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS to:

a.
Redouble efforts to meet the goal of having women occupy 50% of posts at each grade level, particularly at the P-5 grade level and above and to continue to accelerate their recruitment of women for vacant positions;

b.
Include the objective of having women occupy 50% of posts at each grade level, particularly at the P-5 grade level and above, in their human resource management action plans; and

c.
Encourage specific activities to address gender issues within the workplace, according to individual circumstances of departments and offices, as one of the follow-up actions concerning the gender mainstreaming project undertaken by the General Secretariat of the OAS.


4.
To request the Secretary General to monitor closely the progress made by the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization in meeting the goal of women’s occupying 50 percent of posts at all grade levels, to keep the Permanent Council informed with respect to the implementation of this resolution, providing an annual update with relevant statistics from the Department of Human Resource Services and detailed information on the strategies and actions taken to implement this resolution and reach that goal, and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session.
AG/RES. 2099 (XXXV-O/05)
STRENGTHENING OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
CONSIDERING:
That the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) has been recognized by the Summits of the Americas and the OAS General Assembly as the principal hemispheric forum for promoting women’s human rights and gender equity and equality;
That in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government of the Hemisphere pledged to provide for an appropriate level of resources to the CIM to carry out its role as the principal hemispheric policy-generating forum for the advancement of the human rights of women and particularly of gender equality, and also pledged to strengthen the CIM as technical advisor for the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) on all aspects of gender equity and equality;
RECALLING that in the past five years there has been a notable increase in the mandates given to the CIM by the member states of the OAS, namely: (1) to serve as the organ for follow-up, coordination, and evaluation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP) [AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00)]; (2)  to act as the Secretariat of the Conference of State Parties and the Committee of Experts of the newly created Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará [AG/RES. (XXXV-O/05)]; (3) in coordination with the General Secretariat, to hold a Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM) every four years [AG/RES. 1741 (XXX-O/00)]; and (4) to serve as a focal point to assist the efforts, information sharing, and activities of the member states in fighting the crime of trafficking in persons, especially women, adolescents, and children [CIM/RES. 225 (XXI-O/02)];

CONSIDERING:

That resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), which approved the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP), urged the General Secretariat to strengthen the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM by allocating to it the necessary human and financial resources, and to help it obtain funds from private sources; and

That resolutions AG/RES. 1451 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 1592 (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES. 1625 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1777 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1941 (XXXIII-O/03), and AG/RES. 2021 (XXXIV-O/04), instructed the General Secretariat and the Permanent Council to make every possible effort to allocate technical, human, and financial resources to the CIM so it will be better equipped to perform its essential activities;

CONSIDERING ALSO that the Second Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM-II), held in April 2004, adopted resolution CIM/REMIM-II/RES. 8/04, urging the OAS General Secretariat to provide the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM with sufficient human and financial resources to strengthen its capacity to comply with its mandates, as a specialized organization of the OAS dedicated to the promotion and protection of women’s human rights; and to include CIM projects and programs among the priorities that are presented to external donors for funding; and
NOTING WITH CONCERN that the increase in the mandates to the CIM emanating from the Summits of the Americas, the General Assembly, the Convention of Belém do Pará and its follow-up, the IAP, and REMIM, as well as from specific projects such as the trafficking in persons project, is not consistent with the limited human and financial resources allocated to the Commission, which have been drastically reduced over the past eight years,
RESOLVES:
1. To urge the Secretary General to demonstrate the OAS commitment to gender equality by providing the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), in its capacity as a specialized organization of the OAS and as the principal hemispheric policy-generating forum for the advancement of the human rights of women and particularly of gender equality, with sufficient human and financial resources to strengthen its capacity to carry out its increasing mandates.
2. To urge the Secretary General to include CIM projects and programs among the priorities presented to external donors for funding.
3. To invite member states and permanent observers, as well as individuals and national or international organizations, whether public or private, that wish to do so to make voluntary contributions to support the development and implementation of CIM projects and programs.
4. To reiterate the mandate to the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), to invite the CIM Executive Secretary to present periodic reports on the financial resources needed to fulfill its mandates.
AG/RES. 2102 (XXXV-O/05)
COOPERATION BETWEEN THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES AND THE
UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM, THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE CENTRAL
AMERICAN INTEGRATION SYSTEM, AND THE
GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the report of the Secretary General on the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2016 (XXXIV-O/04), “Cooperation between the Organization of American States and the United Nations System, the General Secretariat of the Central American Integration System, and the General Secretariat of the Caribbean Community” (CP/doc.4006/05),
RESOLVES:

1.
To take note of the report of the Secretary General on the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2016 (XXXIV-O/04), which outlines the activities carried out under the cooperation agreements between the General Secretariat of the OAS and the secretariats of the United Nations, the Central American Integration System (SICA), and the Caribbean Community (CARICOM).

2.
To request the General Secretariat to implement, within available resources, the recommendations of previous general meetings and to consider the possibility of holding meetings of this type in 2006 with the United Nations, with SICA, and with CARICOM in an effort to define new and updated modalities for cooperation between the General Secretariat and the secretariats of these organizations.

3.
To request the Secretary General to continue and to strengthen activities involving cooperation between the General Secretariat of the OAS and each of the following organizations:  the United Nations system, the General Secretariat of the Central American Integration System, and the General Secretariat of the Caribbean Community.

4.
To request the Secretary General to facilitate increased intersectoral contacts with the heads of the technical areas of the three organizations mentioned above.

5.
To request the Secretary General to present a report on these actions to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session.

AG/RES. 2115 (XXXV-O/05)
ADDRESSING EXTREME POVERTY, INEQUALITY, AND SOCIAL EXCLUSION
AS A MEANS OF STRENGTHENING HEMISPHERIC SECURITY

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly, in particular the section on the matters entrusted to the Committee on Hemispheric Security (AG/RES.4376/05 add. 5);

RECALLING its resolution AG/RES. 2005 (XXXIV-O/04), “Addressing Extreme Poverty, Inequality, and Social Exclusion as a Means of Strengthening Hemispheric Security”;
CONSIDERING:

That the “Declaration of Bridgetown:  The Multidimensional Approach to Hemispheric Security” [AG/DEC. 27 (XXXII-O/02)] recognized that security threats, concerns, and other challenges in the hemispheric context are of diverse nature and multidimensional scope, and that the traditional concept and approach must be expanded to encompass new and nontraditional threats, which include political, economic, social, health, and environmental aspects;

That in the Declaration on Security in the Americas, adopted at the Special Conference on Security (Mexico City, October 27 to 28, 2003), the states of the Americas declared that their “new concept of security in the Hemisphere is multidimensional in scope, includes traditional and new threats, concerns, and other challenges to the security of the states of the Hemisphere, incorporates the priorities of each state, contributes to the consolidation of peace, integral development, and social justice, and is based on democratic values, respect for and promotion and defense of human rights, solidarity, cooperation, and respect for national sovereignty”;

That in the same Declaration they recognized that “extreme poverty and social exclusion of broad sectors of the population also affect stability and democracy” and that “[e]xtreme poverty erodes social cohesion and undermines the security of states”;

That, likewise, the states of the Americas undertook to strengthen cooperation mechanisms and actions to address extreme poverty, inequality, and social exclusion on an urgent basis; and they recognized that overcoming those unacceptable conditions is a primary task of the states of the Hemisphere, which requires continued commitment and actions to promote economic and social development, and education, and should be complemented with coordination, cooperation, and solidarity among states, and action by international financial institutions, including innovative financial mechanisms that emerge in the competent forums;

That they also reaffirmed their commitment to combating extreme poverty within their states by adopting and implementing actions in accordance with the Millennium Development Goals, the Monterrey Consensus, and the Declaration of Margarita, inter alia, promoting development through economic cooperation of the Hemisphere and fully utilizing national, regional, and international development agencies;

That cooperation mechanisms for addressing new threats, concerns, and other challenges to security, as in the case of extreme poverty, inequality, and social exclusion, may be different from the mechanisms for addressing traditional threats, as was recognized in the Declaration on Security in the Americas;

That the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) are the specialized inter-American forums that play a guiding role in hemispheric efforts to address poverty, inequality, and social exclusion in the region;

That, in the Declaration of Santiago, adopted at the Fifth Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas (Santiago, Chile, November 18 to 22, 2002), the Ministers of Defense declared that, considering the relationship between economic growth and security, a greater commitment from the countries in the Hemisphere is required to create opportunities and eliminate structural barriers to economic and social development; that therefore the adoption of effective policies, such as the promotion of fair and equitable trade with a view to reducing poverty, shall significantly contribute to greater democratic stability and security in the Hemisphere; and that, at the same time, security in itself is an indispensable component for economic and social development; and

That, in the Declaration of Quito, adopted at the Sixth Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas (Quito, Ecuador, November 16 to 21, 2004), the Ministers of Defense declared that extreme poverty and social exclusion of broad sectors of the population are also affecting stability and democracy, eroding social cohesiveness and undermining the security of the States, and declared that security is indispensable to create economic and social opportunities for all and to generate a favorable environment to attract, retain, and productively use the investment and trade that are necessary to create sources of employment and fulfill the Hemisphere’s social aspirations,

RESOLVES:


1.
To urge member states to implement, by means of concrete actions at the domestic, subregional, hemispheric, and global levels, the commitments they made in the Declaration on Security in the Americas with regard to the fight against extreme poverty, inequality, and social exclusion.

2.
To instruct the Permanent Council to hold, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security and in coordination with the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), in the third quarter of 2006, a seminar, with the participation of government experts, international organizations, and representatives of civil society, for the purpose of considering, from a strategic point of view, how extreme poverty erodes social cohesion and undermines the security of states.

3.
To direct that the seminar mentioned in operative paragraph 2 above be carried out within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources; and to request the General Secretariat to provide the necessary administrative support and technical secretariat services to that end.


4.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on the implementation of this resolution by the pertinent organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system.

AG/RES. 2118 (XXXV-O/05)
FIGHTING THE CRIME OF TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS
(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN the Annual Report on Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children in the Americas (CP/doc.4023/05);
RECALLING resolutions AG/RES. 2019 (XXXIV-O/04), “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children,” AG/RES. AG/RES. 2026 (XXXIV-O/04), “Fighting Transnational Organized Crime in the Hemisphere,” and AG/RES. 2040 (XXXIV-O/04), “Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers of Attorneys General of the Americas”;
RECOGNIZING that within the Working Group to Prepare for the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, at a meeting held on May 10, 2005, the states resolved that the meeting in question would approach its study of the subject in an integrated fashion and address the three mandates on the topic, taking into account all OAS efforts against transnational organized crime and, in particular, against trafficking in persons, especially women and children, in keeping with the aforementioned resolutions;
RECOGNIZING the valuable work and studies of the CIM on trafficking in persons, especially on its prevention and on the protection of victims, and the need for all OAS bodies and entities to address the topic of trafficking in persons, particularly women and children, in a coordinated manner, so as to achieve a comprehensive perspective; and

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the conclusions and recommendations of the Meeting of Government Experts to Consider the Advisability of Developing a Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime, in the context of resolution AG/RES. 2026 (XXXIV-O/04), which took place at OAS headquarters on April 18 and 19, 2005,
RESOLVES:
1. To reiterate the request to member states to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children supplementing said Convention, and to take the necessary national measures to implement those instruments.
2. To urge member states to consider, as appropriate, signing or ratifying the Inter-American Convention on International Trafficking in Minors.
3. To renew the mandate to the Permanent Council to convene a Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, before the next regular session of the General Assembly, with the purpose of studying mechanisms of integral cooperation among states to ensure the protection of and assistance to victims, the prevention of the crime, and the punishment of its perpetrators, bearing in mind respect for the human rights of victims. Likewise, the meeting will facilitate the sharing of information and experience, policy dialogue, and cooperation among countries of origin, transit, and destination in cases of trafficking in persons, as well as the establishment or improvement of statistical records in this regard.
4. To request the Permanent Council, through the Working Group to Prepare for the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, to call upon the CIM, the IIN, the IACHR, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, the Office of Inter-American Law and Programs, the Tourism and Small Enterprise Division, CICAD, the Department of Multidimensional Security and its Office of International Threats, and the Office of Education, Science, and Technology to work with the United Nations, the IOM, and related international organizations on the preparatory work, so that the topic will be approached from an integrated, comprehensive perspective, in the context of the Palermo Convention.

5. To direct that, with respect to law enforcement aspects and compliance, the topic be considered by the Special Joint Committee on Transnational Organized Crime in collaboration, as appropriate, with the CIM, the IIN, and other relevant organs and entities of the Organization, considering that trafficking in persons is a manifestation of transnational organized crime which involves social aspects that should be addressed through strategies on prevention and attention to the victims.
6. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on the fulfillment of this resolution, and to the next Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers of Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VI).
7. To instruct the Secretary General of the Organization to provide the necessary services for the implementation of the measures envisaged in this resolution, in accordance with the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

AG/RES. 2124 (XXXV-O/05)
PROMOTION OF WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS AND GENDER EQUITY AND EQUALITY

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the report of the Secretary General on the implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (CP/doc.4005/05);

CONSIDERING:

That the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP), adopted by means of resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), has gender mainstreaming as its decisive strategy for attaining the ultimate goal of promoting and protecting women’s human rights and gender equity and equality and for achieving equality of rights and opportunities between women and men;

Resolutions AG/RES. 1777 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1853 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1941 (XXXIII-O/03), and AG/RES. 2023 (XXXIV-O/04), with which the General Assembly received the successive reports of the Secretary General on the fulfillment of the Program and issued mandates for its implementation; 

The commitment made by the Organization of American States to facilitate integration of a gender perspective into the work of all its organs, agencies, and entities by developing training programs and disseminating information on women’s human rights, and to support governments in the systematic compilation and dissemination of statistical data disaggregated by sex;

The endorsement of the IAP by the Heads of State and Government in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, and the need to continue promoting initiatives aimed at the integration of a gender perspective in the preparations for the Fourth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Argentina in November 2005; 

The role of the CIM as a technical advisory agency to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) in all matters relating to gender equity and equality, and the importance of the CIM in following up on the pertinent Summit recommendations and in the preparations for the Fourth Summit of the Americas;

The distinguished work of the CIM as the main forum for generating hemispheric policies on gender equity and equality, and for cooperation between the OAS and the various regional and subregional organs and bodies, and in the implementation of recommendations for promoting sector-wide gender mainstreaming in the areas of labor, justice, education, and science and technology;

The OAS gender mainstreaming project, carried out in coordination with the CIM, and the progress of 20 organs, agencies, and entities in mainstreaming a gender perspective in their respective areas;

The Declaration of Nuevo León of the Special Summit of the Americas (Monterrey, 2004), in which the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed “that the empowerment of women, their full and equal participation in the development of our societies, and their equal opportunities to exercise leadership are fundamental for the reduction of poverty, the promotion of economic and social prosperity, and for people-centered sustainable development” and further reiterated their commitment to continue promoting gender equity and equality and the mandates of the Summits of the Americas on this matter; and

Resolution CIM/RES. 230 (XXXII-O/04), “Gender and Access to Decent Work to Address Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance,”
RESOLVES:

1.
To take note of the Secretary General’s Fifth Report on the implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, submitted in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 2023 (XXXIV-O/04), and to urge him to continue giving it his full support. 

2.
To reaffirm its support for the work of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) as the principal forum for generating hemispheric policy on gender equity and equality and the promotion of women’s human rights, and to continue to support its efforts in: 

a.
The follow-up and implementation of the Inter-American Program, including coordination of preparations for the first meeting of the Inter-Institutional Forum on Gender Equity and Equality (IIFGEE), to be convened by the Secretary General;

b.
The implementation of activities and programs for gender mainstreaming in the results of ministerial meetings on labor, justice, education, and science and technology. 

3.
Again to request the Permanent Council, in fulfillment of the mandates handed down by this Assembly, by the Summits of the Americas, and by the Inter-American Program, to:

a.
Continue in its efforts to integrate a gender perspective into its resolutions, activities, and initiatives to ensure that they benefit women and men on an equal and equitable basis, drawing upon the expertise of the CIM;

b.
Consider increasing the resources allocated to the CIM in the program-budget, enabling it to carry out its mandates in full.

4.
To urge the member states to:

a.
Continue their efforts to develop public policies and strengthen institutional mechanisms for the advancement of women and to enforce laws that promote women’s human rights and gender equity and equality, including equal opportunity for women and men at all levels;

b.
Gather and analyze data disaggregated by sex in all sectors of the economy, so as to better understand and address the different impact of trade liberalization on women and men;

c.
Analyze and create responsive programs that take account of the different impact of macroeconomic policies on men and women and that can contribute to positive impacts from such policies, and help to mitigate the potential negative impact on particular populations, including, among others, women, who may be affected disproportionately because of their socioeconomic role;

d.
Include gender impact considerations in developing their national policies and positions related to the negotiations of bilateral and regional trade agreements, as well as including gender equity and equality as a priority within national and regional trade capacity-building strategies;

e.
Encourage the diversification of employment opportunities available to women, and develop and strengthen policies and programs that will help women benefit from trade as a tool for combating poverty and encouraging equitable and sustainable development in the Hemisphere.

5.
To urge the Secretary General to:

a.
Continue to foster gender mainstreaming in all programs and policies of the Organization, promoting follow-up and support activities in the OAS gender analysis training program, in particular for new staff, and training for trainers;

b.
Reiterate the request to the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to include in their annual reports to the General Assembly information on their efforts to mainstream a gender perspective into their policies, programs, projects, and activities;

c.
Work with the CIM to ensure the incorporation of a gender perspective in developing the programs and actions of all the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization; 

d.
Convene the first meeting of the Inter-Institutional Forum on Gender Equity and Equality (IIFGEE); and

e.
Report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session, in coordination with the CIM, on the implementation of the Inter-American Program and of this resolution by the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system.
AG/RES. 2132 (XXXV-O/05)
STRENGTHENING OF THE NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEMS
OF THE MEMBER STATES AND SUPPORT FOR THE WORK OF DEFENDERS
OF THE PEOPLE, DEFENDERS OF THE POPULATION, AND HUMAN RIGHTS
ATTORNEYS OR COMMISSIONERS (OMBUDSMEN)
(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

AFFIRMING that in the Charter of the Organization of American States the member states proclaimed the fundamental rights of the individual without distinction as to race, nationality, creed, or sex;

AFFIRMING ALSO that the member states, whether in their national Constitutions or under their domestic law, have recognized the universal, indivisible, and interdependent nature of human rights and the obligation to respect and protect the rights and fundamental freedoms of human beings;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the fundamental objective of national systems for the promotion and protection of human rights is to safeguard the rights of the individual;

BEARING IN MIND the Principles relating to the Status of National Institutions, “Paris Principles,” adopted by the UN General Assembly in its resolution 48/134, of December 20, 1993;

REAFFIRMING the importance of the inter-American system of human rights, whose organs have competence to promote the observance of human rights in all member states of the Organization, according to the commitments undertaken by each state, and which operate in a manner subsidiary to national jurisdictional systems, on the basis of the exhaustion of domestic remedies;

RECALLING resolutions AG/RES. 1505 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 1601 (XXVIII-O/98), and AG/RES. 1670 (XXIX-O/99), in which the General Assembly recognized the work of ombudsmen in the Hemisphere, a concept recognized in the law of member states with names such as defenders of the people, defenders of the population, human rights attorneys, and human rights commissioners, and also renewed its support for the activities of the Ibero-American Federation of Ombudsmen, the latest Annual Congress of which was held in Quito, Ecuador, in November 2004, with OAS participation;
UNDERSCORING EQUALLY the work done by the Caribbean Ombudsmen’s Association, the Network of National Human Rights Institutions of the Americas, the Andean Council of Ombudsmen, and the Central American Ombudsman Council;

RECALLING ALSO the exhortation contained in the aforementioned resolutions that member states of the inter-American system adopt measures to ensure that the defenders of the people, defenders of the population, human rights attorneys, and human rights commissions enjoy political, administrative, and financial independence; and

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the Plan of Action of Quebec City, adopted at the Third Summit of the Americas, as it pertains to strengthening the capacity of national institutions responsible for the promotion and protection of human rights,

RESOLVES:

1.
To reaffirm the fundamental importance of national human rights systems for the promotion and protection of human rights and strengthening the rule of law and social justice for the consolidation of democracy.

2.
To reiterate its support for the politically, administratively, and financially independent work of the ombudsmen or defenders of the people, defenders of the population, human rights attorneys, and human rights commissioners in the countries of the Hemisphere, in the promotion and protection of human rights.

3.
To recommend to states that do not yet have the institutions of the kind to which this resolution refers that they consider establishing and operating them within the framework of their legal order.

4.
To encourage the governments and organs of the inter-American system to promote the establishment of forums for dialogue between institutions of the kind to which this resolution refers and the pertinent organs of the inter-American system, in order to strengthen their contribution to the democratic order in the Hemisphere.

5.
To renew the OAS’s support for the work of the Ibero-American Federation of Ombudsmen, the Caribbean Ombudsmen’s Association, the Network of National Human Rights Institutions of the Americas, the Andean Council of Ombudsmen, and the Central American Ombudsman Council, and to suggest to the member states involved that they consider the study of their conclusions and recommendations.

6.
To recommend to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council that it consider inviting the institutions of the kind to which this resolution refers to participate in the dialogue to be conducted among the member states on human rights topics, for the reason that their presence is necessary.

7.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, which will be carried out within the resources allocated to the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

AG/RES. 2136 (XXXV-O/05)
OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE ANNUAL REPORTS
OF THE ORGANS, AGENCIES, AND ENTITIES OF THE ORGANIZATION

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council (AG/RES.______) on the annual reports presented by the following:  the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) (CP/doc.4026/05), the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) (CP/doc.3985/05), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) (CP/doc.4003/05), the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) (CP/doc.3979/05), the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) (CP/doc.3987/05), the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) (CP/doc.4033/05), the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) (CP/doc.4035/05), the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) (CP/doc.3994/05), the Inter-American Indian Institute (III) (CP/doc.3986/05), the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH) (CP/doc.4002/05), the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) (CP/doc.3976/05), and the Administrative Tribunal of the OAS (TRIBAD) (CP/doc.3975/05);


CONSIDERING that the Permanent Council’s observations and recommendations recognize the successful endeavors of the organs, agencies, and entities in furtherance of the principles and objectives of the Organization and of the inter-American system; and

UNDERSCORING that these reports have been submitted in keeping with the provisions of Article 91.f of the Charter of the Organization of American States,
RESOLVES:

1.
To take note of the observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the annual reports and to transmit them to the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization.


2.
To thank the organs, agencies, and entities that complied with the statutory deadline for the presentation of annual reports; and once again to urge all organs, agencies, and entities to include a section on the quantifiable results obtained, in keeping with the provisions of resolution AG/RES. 1952 (XXXIII-O/03).

3.
To remind all organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization that annual reports must be submitted by the statutory deadline, which is 90 days prior to the start of the regular session of the General Assembly.

4.
To urge all organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to approve their annual reports, in accordance with the procedures applicable for each report, at least 120 days prior to the General Assembly session.


5.
To reiterate to all organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization that, in presenting their annual reports, they must take into account the provisions of its prior resolutions, in particular resolutions AG/RES. 1452 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 1669 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1839 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1853 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1883 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1952 (XXXIII-O/03), and AG/RES. 2025 (XXXIV-O/04).

6.
To recognize the important activities carried out by the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and its subsidiary bodies; and to request it to continue promoting hemispheric dialogue and to redouble its efforts to promote partnership for development among the member states to support their integral development and, in particular, to contribute to the elimination of poverty.

7.
To underscore the important activities conducted by the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) in fulfillment of its purposes and objectives, geared toward improving health and living standards in the Americas.

8.
To commend the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) for its service in promoting women’s rights in the Americas; and to support its efforts to implement the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, especially its collaboration on the gender mainstreaming project at the General Secretariat, as well as the process of study and preparation of a follow-up mechanism to the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará,” and the study on trafficking in persons.

9.
To renew its recognition of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA); and to encourage it to continue its efforts to support member states in their quest for progress and prosperity in the Hemisphere, through the rural sector, promotion of food security, and development of a competitive, technologically trained, environmentally managed, and socially equitable agricultural sector for the peoples of the Americas.

10.
To renew its recognition of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) for its important activities in pursuit of its purposes and objectives and in fulfillment of the Summits of the Americas mandates.

11.
To commend the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) for the projects it has been carrying out pursuant to its Strategic Plan; and to urge it to continue its efforts to raise the resources needed to execute the projects agreed upon in the new plan, for 2005-2008.

12.
To commend the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH) for the activities it has carried out, especially in support of border demarcation.


13.
To underscore the efforts of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) to generate and disseminate instruments to improve awareness of justice in the Americas; and to express its satisfaction with the measures taken to increase cooperation and the exchange of experiences among key actors in the justice sector at the regional level.

14.
To recognize the important activities carried out by the Administrative Tribunal of the OAS (TRIBAD), underscoring the initiative to maintain ongoing dialogue for cooperation and coordination with the other organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization.
AG/RES. 2138 (XXXV-O/05)
FOURTH BIENNIAL REPORT ON FULFILLMENT OF RESOLUTION AG/RES. 1456
(XXVII-O/97), “PROMOTION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON THE
 PREVENTION, PUNISHMENT, AND ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE
AGAINST WOMEN, ‘CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ’”

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, adopted in 1994, identified violence against women as a violation of their human rights and its elimination as essential for their individual and social development and their full and equal participation in all walks of life;

That, to date, 31 Member States have ratified the Convention of Belém do Pará, thereby expressing their absolute rejection of and concern over any act of violence against women and demonstrating their commitment to the fulfillment of the Convention’s objectives and of the obligations they have assumed;

That, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97), the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) has submitted to the General Assembly four biennial reports on progress made in the implementation of the Convention as well as on experiences and results achieved through the initiatives and programs pursued in the member states to combat violence against women;
That these reports indicate that, despite efforts to implement the objectives of the Convention of Belém do Pará, violence persists and is of such magnitude that it is imperative to continuously implement strategies allowing women to live free from violence;

That the Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas, the Strategic Plan of Action of the CIM, and the Inter-American Program for the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality have considered violence against women as an area for priority attention;
That resolution AG/RES. 1942 (XXXIII-O/03) on the Third Biennial Report emphasized the need to adopt the most appropriate and effective way to follow up on the Convention of Belém do Pará, and AG/RES. 2012 (XXXIV-O/04) on violence against women states that a mechanism that allows for monitoring and analyzing the manner in which progress is being made, and for  facilitating cooperation among the states parties and with the member states, will contribute to the achievement of the Convention’s objectives;

That the Second Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States, held in April 2004, adopted resolution CIM/REMIM-II/RES. 6/04, whereby it urged member states to continue supporting the efforts of the Inter-American Commission of Women in the process of creating and implementing a mechanism for follow-up on implementation of the Convention, and to continue working collaboratively to prevent, punish, and eradicate all forms of violence against women, in both the public and private spheres; and

UNDERSCORING:

That, pursuant to the mandates set forth in resolution CIM/RES. 224 (XXI-O/02) and resolution AG/RES. 2012 (XXXIV-O/04), a meeting of experts of the member states was held at OAS headquarters on July 20 and 21, 2004, which agreed on recommendations on how best to follow up on the Convention of Belém do Pará;

That, on the basis of those recommendations, on October 26, 2004, the First Conference of States Parties to the Convention was held, with participation of the States not Party and the collaboration of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Department of Legal Affairs of the OAS General Secretariat, which adopted the Statute to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (MESECVI);

That the Thirty-second Assembly of Delegates of the CIM adopted a declaration expressing its commitment to the earliest possible implementation of the Mechanism, to enable the objectives of the Convention of Belém do Pará to be achieved and the women of the region to exercise their right to live free from violence, and encouraging all states parties and states not party to the Convention, permanent observers, international financial institutions, and civil society organizations to contribute to the OAS specific fund established for that purpose; and

That said meeting also adopted resolution CIM/RES. 229 (XXXII-O/04), “Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará,’” in which it expressed its satisfaction at the approval of the Statute of the MESECVI and decided to present it to this session of the General Assembly,

RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the Fourth Biennial Report of the CIM on fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97) and to request the Commission to continue presenting these reports every two years.

2. To welcome the adoption of the Statute of the Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (MESECVI); and to invite all states parties and states not party to the Convention, permanent observers, international financial institutions, and civil society organizations to contribute to the OAS specific fund established for that purpose.

3. To express appreciation to the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM for the work done in the process of adoption of the Statute of the MESECVI; and to urge the Permanent Secretariat to continue to carry out  the important role of secretariat of the mechanism for its effective implementation.

4. To congratulate the member states for their efforts to effectively meet the objectives of the Convention, including the adoption the Statute of the MESECVI, in keeping with the priorities set in the Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas, the Strategic Plan of Action of the CIM, and the Inter-American Program for the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality.

5. To urge member states to continue to move forward, with support from the CIM, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and other areas of the General Secretariat, with the implementation of the MESECVI and to take concrete steps to ensure the effective enforcement of national legislation, consistent with the ratified regional and international conventions on the elimination of discrimination and violence against women, in particular the Convention of Belém do Pará, as well as coordinated action to ensure a culture of respect for human rights.

6. To encourage the member states that have not yet done so to ratify regional human rights instruments, in particular the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, "Convention of Belém do Pará," as a further sign of their commitment to, respect for, and promotion, advancement and protection of women’s human rights. 

7. To urge member states to allocate more human and financial resources in their national and regional budgets to help victims of violence and to prevent, punish, and eradicate all forms of violence against women.

8. To urge the Secretary General to allocate more human, technical, and financial resources to enable the CIM to continue supporting the efforts of the member states regarding the  full implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará, as well as other initiatives geared toward the elimination of violence against women.

9. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on implementation of the Follow up Mechanism of the Convention of Belém do Pará.

AG/RES. 2139 (XXXV-O/05)
SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS: RENEWAL OF THE HEMISPHERIC
COMMITMENT TO FIGHT EXTREME POVERTY IN THE REGION

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:

Resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04) “Draft Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment too Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region.

The report on the implementation of the aforementioned resolution contained in document (CP. ….)

That the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes as one of its essential purposes the eradication of extreme poverty, which constitutes an obstacle to the full democratic development of the peoples of the Hemisphere;

BEARING IN MIND:

That representative democracy is indispensable for the stability, peace, and development of the region;

That the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that poverty, illiteracy, and low levels of human development are factors that adversely affect the consolidation of democracy; and

That the promotion and observance of economic, social and cultural rights are inherently linked to integral development and to equitable economic growth;

RECALLING the Declarations of the Summits of the Americas, as well as the Declaration of Margarita, on poverty, equity, and social inclusion; and the Monterrey Consensus; and

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the elimination of extreme poverty is an essential part of the promotion and consolidation of representative democracy and is the common and shared responsibility of the American states; and

CONSIDERING:

That AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04) instructs the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and Plan of Action, which includes the principles of social development and establishes specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty, and to submit the results to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session for consideration; and

That the Permanent Council and the CEPCIDI established a Joint Working Group to carry out the mandates contained in the above mentioned resolution,

RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the report on the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), “Social Charter of the Americas:  Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region” and of the establishment of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to carry out the mandate contained in that resolution. 

2. To renew the mandate given the to the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action, which would include the principles of social development and establish specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States on democracy, integral development and the fight against poverty.

3.
To request the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to present the results of their work to the General Assembly for consideration and adoption.

AG/RES. 2148 (XXXV-O/05)
COMBATING THE COMMERCIAL SEXUAL EXPLOITATION AND SMUGGLING
OF AND TRAFFICKING IN CHILDREN IN THE HEMISPHERE

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING the importance of ensuring comprehensive and effective protection of children through appropriate mechanisms that guarantee respect for their rights;


RECOGNIZING that commercial sexual exploitation today, including the circulation of child pornography through the Internet and other media, and the smuggling of and trafficking in children  are of concern both regionally and worldwide, and that this problem jeopardizes the rights of children, enshrined in a number of international instruments;


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man; the American Convention on Human Rights, Article 19 of which establishes that “[e]very minor child has the right to the measures of protection required by his condition as a minor on the part of his family, society, and the state”; and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, in which the states parties undertake to protect the child from all forms of sexual exploitation and sexual abuse (Article 34);

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO other international instruments relating to the fight against commercial sexual exploitation of children and against the smuggling of and trafficking in children in the Hemisphere, among them the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (adopted in 2000); the Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction (adopted in 1980); the Inter-American Convention on International Traffic in Minors (adopted in 1994); the Inter-American Convention on the International Return of Children (adopted in 1989); the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime; and International Labour Organization Convention 182 on the Worst Forms of Child Labour; 


BEARING IN MIND the efforts on the matter already under way in various organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization and in other forums, in particular the consideration of this matter by the Inter-American Juridical Committee in 2000, the conclusion of which was that it was necessary to have as much information as possible before considering the need for an inter-American convention to fight sexual crimes against children beyond national borders; the coordination strategy which is being developed by the Inter-American Commission of Women on trafficking in women and children for purposes of sexual exploitation in the Americas; and the subregional workshops organized by the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN) on trafficking in children for purposes of sexual exploitation and child pornography; and

RECOGNIZING that ensuring success in the fight against the commercial sexual exploitation of children and against the smuggling of and trafficking in children in the Hemisphere calls for a global approach in which all factors contributing to the problem can be addressed and for measures to facilitate international cooperation, both legal and judicial, to ensure effective protection of the rights of children, 

RESOLVES:

1.
To reaffirm that the principles and standards set forth in the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man and in the American Convention on Human Rights take on special importance with respect to protection of the rights of children.

2.
To urge member states to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the international instruments relating to the fight against commercial sexual exploitation of children and against the smuggling of and trafficking in children in the Hemisphere, among them the Convention on the Rights of the Child (adopted in 1989); the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (adopted in 2000); the Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction (adopted in 1980); the Inter-American Convention on International Traffic in Minors (adopted in 1994); and the Inter-American Convention on the International Return of Children (adopted in 1989); and to urge states parties to take the necessary measures to guarantee the rights contained in those instruments.

3.
To request the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), in coordination with the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN) and in the context of the draft it is developing on the smuggling of and trafficking in women and children for purposes of sexual exploitation in the Americas, to present to the Permanent Council, before December 31, 2005, for its consideration, a study on trafficking in children for purposes of commercial sexual exploitation in the Hemisphere.

4. To acknowledge with appreciation the IIN and the contributions of the member states in the development of the trafficking report as presented to the Permanent Council during the first quarter of 2005.

5.
To request the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) to present to the Permanent Council (Special Committee on Transnational Organized Crime), before December 31, 2005, for its consideration, a report, to the extent that funding is available, on the present capacity of judicial systems in the member states to deal with the problems of commercial sexual exploitation of, smuggling of, and trafficking in, children in the Hemisphere and on their application of domestic and international law.

6.
To instruct the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to consider Advisory Opinion OC-17/2002, “On the Legal Status and Human Rights of the Child,” issued by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights on August 28, 2002, with a view to preparing a study on the implications of the conclusions of that Advisory Opinion for the inter-American system for the protection and promotion of human rights.

7.
To request the CIM, the IIN, the JSCA, and the IACHR to cooperate in the preparation of these studies.

8.
To instruct the Permanent Council to convene a special meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), during 2005, to consider the documents presented by the CIM, the IIN, the JSCA, and the IACHR and to recommend future measures to be taken in this regard, taking into account the results of the meeting of high authorities on trafficking in persons, in order to address the topic from a comprehensive and all-inclusive perspective within the framework of the Palermo Convention; and to invite relevant organizations working in these areas, such as the International Organization for Migration (IOM), UNICEF, and others, to attend the special meeting of the CAJP.

9.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, which will be carried out in accordance with the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

AG/RES. 2154 (XXXV-O/05)
PROMOTION OF REGIONAL COOPERATION FOR IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE INTER-AMERICAN DEMOCRATIC CHARTER

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING:


That the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes the importance of the promotion and consolidation of representative democracy with due respect for the principle of nonintervention;


That the Inter-American Democratic Charter declares that the peoples of the Americas have a right to democracy and their governments have an obligation to promote and defend it, and that democracy is essential for the social, political, and economic development of the peoples of the Americas; and


That representative democracy is an indispensable condition for the stability, peace, and development of the region;


RECALLING that democracy, social inclusion, social mobility, and economic development are interdependent and mutually reinforcing;


REAFFIRMING that multilateral cooperation plays an important part in support of national efforts to promote good governance and democratic principles and facilitates dialogue in the political, economic, social, and cultural spheres;


RECOGNIZING that representative democracy is reinforced and deepened by the continuous, ethical, and responsible participation of citizens in a framework of legality consistent with the corresponding constitutional order;


RECOGNIZING the importance of participation by civil society organizations;


AWARE that the peoples of the Hemisphere are entitled to fundamental freedoms, human rights, the respect for the dignity and worth of the human person, equal rights of men and women, and the promotion of social progress and justice and better standards of life;


AWARE ALSO of the need to provide the Organization with procedures that facilitate cooperation in complying with the standards and principles contained in the Inter-American Democratic Charter, so that it can contribute effectively to the preservation and consolidation of democracy in the countries of the Hemisphere;


ACKNOWLEDGING ALSO that the effective implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter is an ongoing objective of the peoples and governments of the Americas;


RECALLING ALSO that the promotion and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights are essential ingredients of integral development, economic growth with equity, and consolidation of democracy in the states of the Hemisphere; and


RECALLING FURTHER the work of other regional and subregional institutions and the need to coordinate with them,

RESOLVES:


1.
To entrust the Secretary General with presenting to the Permanent Council, in the near future, a report for its consideration and analysis that describes the manner in which the Inter-American Democratic Charter has been implemented since its entry into force in 2001.

2.
To instruct the Secretary General, after engaging in consultations with the Permanent Council, and taking into account the purposes and principles of the OAS Charter, in particular that of promoting and consolidating representative democracy, to devise proposals for timely, effective, balanced, gradual initiatives for cooperation, as appropriate, in addressing situations that might affect the workings of the political process of democratic institutions or the legitimate exercise of power, in keeping with the provisions of Charter IV of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, with respect for the principle of nonintervention and the right of self-determination of peoples, and to present those proposals to the Permanent Council.

3.
To reaffirm that the Secretary General may bring to the attention of the Permanent Council, in the exercise of the authority contained in the OAS Charter and pursuant to the Inter-American Democratic Charter, those situations likely to lead to action under the said Charters.
4.
To instruct the Permanent Council, for the purpose of facilitating regional cooperation to strengthen representative democracy and good governance, to consider, in cooperation with Governments, in an ongoing manner, initiatives to support these areas, in accordance with the provisions of the Inter-American Democratic Charter and with the circumstances surrounding democratic processes in the region, taking into consideration the Secretary General’s report and proposals, the efforts of other regional and subregional organizations, and the contributions of civil society in the context of Article 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter and resolution AG/RES. 1991 (XXXIV-O/04), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities”.


5.
To encourage the Working Group to Negotiate the Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action, so that its work may serve effectively to strengthen existing OAS instruments on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.


6.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly on the status of implementation of this resolution.

AG/RES. 2156 (XXXV-O/05)
MODERNIZATION AND REORGANIZATION OF THE OAS GENERAL SECRETARIAT

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the Note from the Acting Secretary General Transmitting Executive Order No. 05-3 “Reorganization of the General Secretariat,” CP/INF. 5126/05 (January 25, 2005);

CONSIDERING:

That the Declaration of Quebec City instructed the ministries of foreign affairs to advance and deepen the process of reform in the OAS, to improve its functioning and enable the Organization to better implement Summit mandates;

That by Resolution AG/RES. 2059 (XXXIV-O/04, the General Assembly instructed the Secretary General “to organize the structure of the General Secretariat and pursuant to the mandate to present a Restructuring Plan to the Permanent Council by January 31, 2005, taking into account the Management Study requested under Resolution AG/RES. 1909 (XXXII-O/02), and the corresponding recommendations and observations of the permanent Council;”


That on September 15, 2004, former Secretary General Miguel Angel Rodriguez issued Executive Order No. 04-1, which “deactivated and suspended” the then existing structure of the General Secretariat and implemented a new structure in its place; 

That on January 25, 2005, then Acting Secretary General Luigi R. Einaudi issued Executive Order No. 05-3, which superseded Executive Order No. 04-1 and adjusted the new structure based on observations received from the member states and the affected dependencies of the General Secretariat; 

That on January 25, 2005 and on February 2, 2005, the Permanent Council considered Executive Order No. 05-3, and that the observations of the member states are contained in the Permanent Council’s minutes for those sessions, CP/ACTA1462/05 and CP1465/ACTA/05;

That Article 4 of the General Standards requires General Assembly approval for the creation and abolition of “secretariats or other dependencies with similar attributes;” and Executive Orders Nos. 04-1 and 05-3 deactivated and suspended the Secretariats for Management and for Legal Affairs, pending their express abolition by the General Assembly in accordance with that article;

That Executive Order No. 05-3 created five new Departments and reorganized the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development and the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Human Rights Commission as department-level dependencies of the General Secretariat;

That to establish a more permanent legal basis for the new structure of the General Secretariat implemented under Executive Order No. 05-3 and to assure consistency in the administrative norms governing the General Secretariat, the General Standards require modification; and 


That the new Secretary General, pursuant to Article 113 of the OAS Charter, has the authority to make additional adjustments to the new structure of the General Secretariat which may require approval under Article 4 of the General Standards and which may necessitate additional modifications of the General Standards,

RESOLVES:

1.
To modify Article 21 of the General Standards on trust positions as follows:

a.
Subsection (iv) of Section b, in strikeout below is hereby eliminated, and the following paragraphs of Section b are renumbered accordingly.

iv. Unlike other positions of trust under this article, the appointment to the position of Executive Secretary for Integral Development (the Director General of the IACD) shall be for a term of four years, renewable once for a period of up to four years and terminable only for cause as provided under Article 12 of the IACD Statutes.  Cause shall include insubordination, failure to observe the rules and regulations of the General Secretariat and of the IACD, failure to perform assigned functions to the satisfaction of the Management Board, and such other causes as are stated in the General Standards and the Staff Rules.  Such termination shall not require the convocation of a disciplinary committee under Article 56 of the General Standards and the corresponding Staff Rules.



b.
Subsection vi) of Section b of Article 21 of the General Standards is hereby modified as indicated below.  The text in strikeout has been eliminated.  The new text is in italics.

v. vi.
As a general rule, no person shall be appointed to a Trust position below the P-4 P-5 level.   Exceptions may be made for staff assigned to the Secretary General’s Office and household and the Office of the Assistant Secretary General.  The number of trust appointments funded by the Regular Fund should not exceed eight percent of the posts financed by that Fund.


2.
To modify Article 40 of the General Standards by eliminating the text of Section g in strikeout  below, and renumbering the following sections of that Article accordingly:
g. Upon consultation with the Management Board of the IACD and as provided under applicable budgetary provisions, the Secretary General shall establish the basic salary of the Executive Secretary for Integral Development (Director General of the IACD).  The basic salary so established shall be based on conditions applicable to comparable positions in other international organizations, but shall not be equal to or more than the basic salary of the Assistant Secretary General.  It shall also incorporate the post adjustment factors for Washington, D.C., applicable to all staff members in the professional category.


3.
To modify Sections 1 and 2 of Article 12 of the IACD Statute as indicated below.  The text in strikeout has been eliminated.  Text in italics is the new text added.  The numbers of the following sections of Article 12 are adjusted accordingly.

1.
The Executive Secretary for Integral Development appointed by the Secretary General in accordance with Articles 117 and 120 of the Charter, taking into account the recommendations of the Management Board, shall be designated Director General of the IACD with a Trust appointment under Article 21 of the General Standards to Govern the operation of the General Secretariat, and the position shall be referred to hereinafter as Director General.
2.
The term of office of the Director General is four years and may be renewable once, upon consultation with the Management Board and upon CIDI’s approval.  Notwithstanding the four-year term, the appointment shall be a position of trust under Articles 17.c and 20 of the General Standards; however, the Director General may be removed from office for cause either by a two-thirds vote of CEPCIDI or by the Secretary General in consultation with the Management Board.

4.
To authorize the Permanent Council, up until December 31, 2005, to approve any modifications proposed by the incoming Secretary General in the General Secretariat’s structure which would otherwise require the General Assembly’s approval under Article 4 of the General Standards, together with the corresponding modifications that may be required in the General Standards, and to instruct the Permanent Council to report on those modifications, if any, to the General Assembly at its next Regular Meeting.  This paragraph shall not be construed as prejudicing the authority of the Permanent Council under Article 91(b) of the Charter.
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�.	Venezuela offered to host this meeting, but the date for it has not yet been agreed upon.  When the Permanent Council approved this draft resolution on April 13, 2005, it decided that, once it had determined the date and the place for the meeting, that information would be included in this operative paragraph.





�.	Reservation by the United States: The United States has long been concerned about the persistent violations of international humanitarian law and international human rights law throughout the world.  The United States will continue to be a forceful advocate for the principle of accountability for war crimes, genocide and crimes against humanity, but cannot support the seriously flawed International Criminal Court.  Thus, the United States has not ratified the Rome Statute and has no intention of doing so.  In light of this position, the United States cannot in good faith join in the consensus on an OAS resolution that promotes the Court.


	3.	These documents are pending review by the Style Committee.
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